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FROM THE PRESIDENT . . . 
 I wish all RCS members a very 
happy and fruitful 2015 and the 
very best of health. At our AGM on 
Wednesday 11 February I will be 
presenting the 58th annual report of 
the ACT Branch of the Society in-
forming members of our activities 
in 2014. Significantly, it will  re-
cord the success of the inaugural 
Phyllis Montgomerie Common-
wealth Award (see below). Particu-
larly, I thank members of the Selec-
tion Panel, chaired by Dr Elmo 
Jacob, for their contributions during 
the recent busy Christmas period. 

  The Commonwealth vs DFAT 
cricket match will be played on 
Sunday 22 February commencing 
at 12 noon. The teams compete for 
the Anton Muttukumaru Trophy 
and early indications are that a re-
cord number of High Commission 
staff have expressed interest in 

 

playing. Funds raised from the 
match will boost our recent dona-
tion to CARE Australia's work in 
the Ebola crisis in Sierra Leone—
our nominated charity project for 
2015. Additionally, we have re-
ceived a very generous contribution 
of $2000 from the RCS Northern 
Tasmania Branch which has been 

passed on to CARE Australia,.   

  Our patron, the Governor General, 
with Lady Cosgrove, will be attend-
ing the Commonwealth Day Multi-
Faith Celebration on Monday 9 
March and will read the Queen’s 
Message. The  Commonwealth's 
theme for this year is Youth in the 
Commonwealth: Enduring Values, 
New Ideas and Ms Holly Ransome, 
the Y20 representative at the G20 
Summit, will be a special guest at 

the celebration. 

  The Commonwealth Dinner will  

be held on Thursday 12 March at 

the Commonwealth Club.  

  The RCS in Canberra will hold its 
annual ACT Schools Public Speak-
ing Competition and will revive its 
participation in the Commonwealth 
Essay Competition to increase our 

interaction with young people. 

  I would like to thank all members 
for their continuing support of our 
various activities and our charitable 
work. If help is needed with trans-
port please contact the Secretary, 

Richard Hickman, on 6286 2121. 

  Finally, I wish to acknowledge the 
generosity of the late Major Rich-
ard Murison, who has left a bequest 
to the RCS in his will. Major 
Murison, who died in 2012, was a 
strong supporter of our Branch and 
organised the Commonwealth Es-

say Competition for many years.  

                                 Kanti Jinna 

 ANU student wins Montgomerie Award 
A PhD student at the Australian National University’s 
Fenner School of the Environment, Ms Claudia Ben-
ham (left), has been chosen as winner of the inaugural  
RCS Phyllis Montgomerie Commonwealth Award.  

  Claudia’s doctoral research is an interdisciplinary 
study which examines the impacts of gas development 
on local communities and the environment in coastal 
zones of Australia and the Pacific.  Before commenc-
ing her PhD in 2014, Claudia worked for the Austra-
lian government in marine conservation, environmental 
impact assessment and water policy. Apart from her 
studies, she is a volunteer for WaterWatch ACT and 
the seagrass research program being run by the Univer-
sity of Central Queensland.  

  The Selection Panel was unanimous in its choice of 
Claudia’s project out of the 23 submitted for the award. 
She will use her $5000 grant to expand her research 
into the Northern Territory and Papua New Guinea. 

  The award has been made possible by a bequest to 
RCS from the late Mrs Phyllis Montgomerie OAM, a 
former President and Life Member, who died in 2011.  
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Commonwealth emphasis on youth during 2015 
With over half the Common-
wealth’s 2.2 billion people under 
the age of 25, it is not surprising 
that the Commonwealth theme for 
this year will concentrate on youth 
under the banner of ‘A Young 
Commonwealth’. 

  According to London’s Royal 
Commonwealth Society—which 
each year decides a theme to pro-
vide a focus for its activities and 
programs—the spotlight on youth 
will recognise ‘the capacity, contri-
bution and potential of young peo-
ple at a time when the world will be 
defining a new global development 
framework’. 

  Already, school students and 
youth groups in the United King-
dom have been notified by RCS 
London, which hosts the occasion, 
that 1000 places will be available  
at the annual Commonwealth Day 
Observation at Westminster Abbey. 
This is attended by the Queen, as 
Head of the Commonwealth, the 
Commonwealth Secretary-General, 
High Commissioners from Com-
monwealth countries and other dig-
nitaries. 

  Commonwealth Day will be ob-
served similarly by RCS branches 
in Australia with special services.  

  In Canberra, our RCS Branch will 
once more be marking the day, 
Monday 9 March, with a Multi-
Faith, Multi-Cultural Celebration at 
the Centre for Christianity and Cul-
ture in Barton. Here again, youth 
will be at the fore with dance and 
musical performances.  

  Other engagements with young 
people in Canberra in 2015 will 
include the RCS Annual Schools 
Public Speaking Competition in 
May and The Queen’s Common-
wealth Essay Competition  which is 
run in partnership with Cambridge 
University Press. The competition, 
which has been running for 132 
years, is the world’s largest and 
oldest of its kind. In 2014, almost 
10,000 young people aged 18 and 
under from 44 Commonwealth 
countries took part, providing 9000 
entries that 56 judges spent two 
months examining. The prize for 
winners and runners-up is a week in 
London culminating in an Awards 
ceremony at Buckingham Palace.  

  RCS London will continue its 
campaign through 2015 trying to 
prevent Child, Early and Forced 
Marriage (CEFM) in the Common-
wealth. Considered a development 
and rights challenge, CEFM robs  

15 million girls of their future each 
year.  RCS London says this is 
holding them and their countries 
back from achieving their full po-
tential, as well as impeding six of 
the eight Millennium Development 
goals. 

MALTA PREPARES 

FOR CHOGM 
Malta is readying itself for the 

arrival of Commonwealth Heads 

of Government in November 

where debates and discussions 

this year are expected to be in-

formed by the theme chosen for 

the meeting, The Commonwealth 
–Adding Global Value. 

  A report on the RCS London 

website speaks of many commen-

tators looking for Malta to move 

beyond the controversy of their 

last CHOGM host, Sri Lanka, in 

2013, which at the time was fac-

ing serious allegations of war 

crimes, and to produce initiatives 

that will signify tangible benefits 

to Commonwealth citizens in the 

21st century. 

  The report comments that is 

difficult to know exactly which 

Commonwealth reforms Dr Jo-

seph Muscat, the Prime Minister 

of Malta, will be successful in 

seeing adopted. Some of his ideas 

are said to have been rejected 

already by Commonwealth gov-

ernments which have to reach 

agreement by consensus.  

  It is seen as significant that the 

Malta CHOGM will host a 

Women's Forum for the first 

time in order to place women’s 

economic and social issues high 

on the Commonwealth agenda. It 

will also create networking op-

portunities for those involved.  

  As well as the Women’s Forum, 

there will be the usual People’s 

Forum, Youth Forum and Busi-

ness Forum—the latter expecting 

to draw 1000 delegates for dis-

cussions on trade and investment 

opportunities. 

 President’s Christmas Party 

RCS President Kanti Jinna hosted a Christmas party in his garden for RCS 
members and friends in December. Mr Jinna is seen here with the Pakistan 

High Commissioner, Ms Naela Chohan and Dr Natalie Mobini. 
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King John’s legacy to democratic rule . . . 

MAGNA CARTA CELEBRATES 800th ANNIVERSARY 

On 15 June 1215, at Runnymede, 
King John agreed under oath to the 
Magna Carta, sometimes also 
called the Magna Carta libertatum, 
the Great Charter of Liberties.  

  This massive document  was re-
vised several times. It was reissued 
in 1216, revised in 1217 and 1225, 
and, 80 years later, in 1297, a ver-
sion was brought into English law 
virtually unchanged from the 1225 
version. 

  The importance of the principles 
enunciated in the Magna Carta can-
not be underestimated. Magna 
Carta has influenced common and 
constitutional law as well as politi-
cal representation and the develop-
ment of Parliament. This is demon-
strated in the way it embodies the 
principles underpinning the emer-
gence of parliamentary democracy 
and the legal system in the United 
Kingdom, in the free world more 
generally, and especially in the 
Commonwealth and in Australia. It 
limits arbitrary power, curbing the 
right to levy taxation without con-
sent, holds the Executive to account 
and affirms the rule of law. 

  These principles are frequently 
taken for granted and often not 
fully understood. In a number of 
Commonwealth countries, which 
have voluntarily agreed to the prin-
ciples underpinning democracy and 
rule of law as the criteria for entry 
to Commonwealth membership, 
they have too often been flouted.  

  So what is the contemporary rele-
vance of the Magna Carta?  

  To begin with, it is the foundation 
stone of the freedoms enjoyed by 
hundreds of millions of people in 
more than 100 countries worldwide 
and it enshrines the rule of law in 
our society. It also limits the power 
of authoritarian rule and, while en-
shrining the principle that no one is 
above the law, it also paved the 
way for trial by jury.  

Magna Carta also made possible 
the linking of taxation to democ-
ratic  government—the slogan ‘No  

taxation without representation’ 
being a fundamental theme of the 
American Revolution. It also pro-
claimed certain religious liberties. 
  Importantly, the Charter given to 
England in 1215 by King John at 
Runnymede has influenced consti-
tutional thinking worldwide, in 
Europe, the Commonwealth 
(including Australia) and in 100 
other countries, as well as the 
United Nations Declaration of Hu-
man Rights. In the United States  
it led most notably to the 5th and 
15th constitutional amendments. 
The 5th sets out rules for indict-
ment by grand jury and protects the 
right to due process, while the 15th 
prohibits the denial of the right to 
vote based on race, colour or  

previous condition of servitude.  

  Denials of Magna Carta’s basic 
principles have led to the loss of 
liberties and human rights— even 
genocide— in many countries 
over the centuries. 

  Of the four authentic copies of 
the 1297 version, one is on public 
display in Parliament House, 
Canberra. 

  This anniversary of Magna 
Carta is being used to spearhead 
an education program by the 
Constitution Education Fund 
Australia to give younger Austra-
lians a better understanding of 
governance and especially of our 
Constitution. The Constitution 
Education Fund website is 
www.cefa.org.au    

 
News in Brief . . .  
National elections in 2015  Five Commonwealth countries, Nigeria, Tanza-
nia, Trinidad and Tobago, Canada and the United Kingdom all have na-
tional elections scheduled for this year. In Sri Lanka, the newly-elected 
President, Maithripala Sirisena, has promised parliamentary elections, but 
also a restructuring of the country’s Constitution to tilt the balance of execu-
tive power towards the parliament and away from the president. RCS Lon-
don, in a statement on The Commonwealth 2015, observed that the forth-
coming elections are important in the way they can also influence the Com-
monwealth by bringing political parties with different foreign policy priori-
ties into government. 

New Secretary-General  The Commonwealth Heads meeting in Malta in 
November will provide the setting for the selection of a new Secretary-
General to succeed Kamalesh Sharma. Three women are among those who 
have declared their interest: Dominican-born Baroness Patricia Scotland 
(former UK Attorney-General), Guyana-born Baroness Valerie Amos (a 
former UK High Commissioner to Australia) and a former Commonwealth 
Deputy Secretary-General, Mmasekgoa Masire-Mwamba. Trinidad and To-
bago Planning Minister, Dr Bhoendradatt Tewarie, is also reported to be in 
the running. Well-known in Commonwealth circles, Sir Ronald Saunders, 
High Commissioner to the UK for Antigua and Barbuda, had earlier de-
clared his interest in the position but has since withdrawn. 

Cricket in Rwanda  A report in the last issue of Commonwealth News 
concerned West Indian cricket legend Brian Lara fund-raising to help 
Rwanda build a permanent home for cricket in its capital, Kigali. Now, the 
December 2014 issue of the MCC’s Newsletter from Lord’s  reports that the 
Club and its members have raised sufficient funds to prepare the site and 
put in the necessary facilities to provide a modern cricket ground with all 
clearance and levelling now having been completed. More work will com-
mence this month, January. Refugees from the Rwandan genocide, who had 
been living in Uganda, learned cricket during their stay and introduced the 
game when they returned. Rwanda joined the Commonwealth in 2009. 
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PO BOX 182 CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608260826082608    

NEW MEMBERS 

The President and Council warmly welcome new members to the Royal Commonwealth Society ACT Branch  

HE Ms Naela Chohan, High Commissioner for Pakistan, Mr Musa Javed Chohan, Mr Usman Chohan, Mr 

Ian Lines, Mrs Okai-Davies, and, as a corporate member, the High Commission of Fiji. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Royal Commonwealth Society (ACT) Annual General Meeting                  
Wednesday 11 February 2015 at 6.00 pm 

All members are urged to attend the Annual General Meeting of the RCS (ACT) Branch on Wednesday 11 February 
at 6.00 in the foyer of the Wesley Centre, National Circuit, Forrest and are reminded that they should be financial to 
vote. If  any member is unsure of their financial status please check with RCS Treasurer Kevin Squair on 6254 1650. 

A nomination form for election to the 2015 RCS Council is enclosed with this newsletter.   

Cricket Match                                                                                                         
Reid Oval, Sunday 22 February at 12 noon 

Commonwealth vs the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade                        

A team from Commonwealth High Commissions in Canberra will play a team from DFAT for the Muttukumaru 
Trophy. Refreshments will be available after the match. Proceeds will support our Ebola project in Sierra Leone. 

Commonwealth Day 2015                                                                                  
Monday 9 March at 11.00 am 

Multi-Faith Celebration  

The traditional RCS Multi-Faith, Multi-Cultural Celebration of Commonwealth Day will be held at the 
Centre for Christianity and Culture, 15 Blackhall Street, Barton. Local leaders of world religions will give 
readings and various cultural groups will provide a program of music and dance. Refreshments will be 

available after the service. All RCS members and friends are warmly invited to attend. 

Annual Commonwealth Dinner                                                                        

Thursday 12 March at The Commonwealth Club, Yarralumla 

Members will be sent details of this and other events associated with Commonwealth Week in February.  


