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Student delegates to a Model Youth Commonwealth 

Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) at Old Parlia-

ment House in August chose four sub-themes to set 

the agenda for debate to reflect the ‘youth’ theme of 

the meeting: These were Youth and Education, Poverty 

and Youth, Youth and Gender, Youth and Health.  

  Meeting in the old House of Representatives cham-

ber, delegates were students from the Australian Na-

tional University where a branch of CommonYouth was 

established earlier this year. Each was invited to repre-

sent a Head of State from a Commonwealth country of 

which they were not themselves nationals. Although in 

the main Australian citizens— many with overseas 

backgrounds— participants also included overseas stu-

dents, including those from Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Bangla-

desh, Singapore, China, Taiwan, Nigeria, Thailand, Bot-

swana, Pakistan, India, The Philippines, New Zealand 

and Afghanistan. 

  In their final communiqué, the ‘Heads of Government’ 

agreed that education should be a cornerstone of all 

government policy and that access to education be 

provided to all women. They also called for a lowering 

of costs of education in their respective nations and 

their entry into multinational relationships regarding 

the transfer of knowledge and labour between them. 

  One of the recommendations on theme of Poverty 

and Youth was that regional alliances of Young Entre-

preneurs be established between Commonwealth na-

tions to maximise capacity for youth in development.  

  On Gender, ‘Heads’ agreed to focus on gender equal-

ity in the implementation of  youth empowerment pro-

grams to reduce existing gender disparities.  

  Participants  said they found the experience useful as 

an exercise in learning about the procedure of Com-

monwealth decision-making, with some being inter-

ested in attending the Commonwealth Youth Forum, 

one of the side events of the November CHOGM.  

  The motivation for those taking part ranged from a 

general interest in the Commonwealth and interna-

tional relations to youth leadership opportunities, a 

career in diplomacy, the opportunity to develop skills 

in public speaking, advocacy and negotiation. Some 

also named learning to think from the perspective of  a 

different culture as an important reason to take part.  

  HE Mr Charles Muscat, High Commissioner Malta, the 

host nation for  CHOGM, gave a small reception for 

Youth CHOGM representatives where he was pre-

sented with  a copy of their communiqué for handing 

over to the Prime Minister of Malta, Joseph Muscat. 

MEETING OF MODEL YOUTH CHOGM AT OLD PARLIAMENT HOUSE 

Students from the Austra-

lian National University 

(right) at the Youth Model 

CHOGM in August where 

‘delegates’ representing 

the 53 Commonwealth 

countries made opening 

statements on what they 

saw as the most pressing 

issues facing ‘their’ na-

tions. The event was or-

ganised by RCS member 

and former Australian dip-

lomat, Pera Wells, to-

gether with the ANU-based 

CommonYouth, with sup-

port from the RCS. 
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 From the President . . . 

I am sad to start this message by recording the death 

of our Secretary and Life Member Richard Hickman. 

Richard will be remembered, particularly, as a partici-

pant in the revitalisation of our Branch some 10 years 

ago. Our Vice-President, Hugh Craft, has written a 

tribute to Richard (see p.4). The Council is grateful to 

Maureen who has agreed to act as Secretary until the 

Annual General Meeting in February 2016.    

  A frequently asked question of Fellows of the Soci-

ety is ‘What does the RCS do?’  Your Council has 

been concentrating on five main areas this year: 

strengthening Youth membership; increasing aware-

ness of the Malta CHOGM in late November; building 

strong relationships with Commonwealth High Com-

missions; developing relationships between Austra-

lian RCS branches and with RCS London, and develop-

ing meaningful projects for RCS, its membership and 

the ACT community. 

  Ellie Seckold, an emerging leader dedicated to de-

veloping youth leadership, empowerment and inno-

vation has joined the RCS. She was Joint Chair of the 

2013 Commonwealth Youth Forum at the Sri Lanka 

CHOGM, has advocated for Youth across the Pacific, 

Asian, Caribbean and African regions, and was part of 

the Commonwealth Observer Group for the 2015 

Nigerian Elections. Ellie has 

been appointed to the RCS 

Council to oversight the 

Youth Affairs portfolio. 

Other new young members 

of the RCS  are Chioma 

Nzewi of Nigeria, Derek Tan 

of Hong Kong and Holly Hal-

ford-Smith, who took part in 

the Youth Model CHOGM. 

All four managed the infor-

mation stall on behalf of the 

RCS at the  ‘Windows 

Around the World’ day at diplomatic missions in Can-

berra in October. The RCS stall was at the official resi-

dence of the British High Commissioner, HE Ms 

Menna Rawlings .    

  It has been a busy year strengthening the Branch 

and its membership and our RCS Council Planning 

Day in September will ensure that we will remain 

that way. Important activities in 2016 include ar-

rangements for Commonwealth Week in March and 

a national meeting in Canberra at the end of April of 

nine Australian RCS branches . 

  My wife Jyoti and I look forward to seeing you at the 

RCS Christmas get–together at our home on Sunday 

6 December.    Kanti Jinna 

Kenya’s High Commissioner 

speaks at RCS Winter Lunch 

Ms Ellie Sekold 

Among RCS  guests at our annual Winter lunch at Rama’s  res-

taurant in August  were (l to r) Mrs Rita Dodson, Mrs Liz Mat-

thew, Mr Luke Dodson, HE Somasundaram Skandakumar High 

Commissioner for Sri Lanka, and Mrs Margaret O’Rourke.  

The guest speaker at the  RCS Branch Winter Lunch this 

year was Kenya's High Commissioner to Australia, HE 

Isaiya Kabira, who spoke of the Royal Commonwealth 

Society as ‘a steady and unchanging entity in a fast-

changing world’ bringing together ‘brothers, sisters and 

kinspeople’. His presence in Canberra and at our lunch, 

he said, was a result of the common bond we share.  

  In December this year,  Kenya will celebrate 52 years as 

an independent nation. But the coming down of the Un-

ion Jack in 1963, said Mr Kabira,  did not also mark ‘the 

moment of dislocation from Britain’. Britain now is one 

of Kenya’s largest trading partners and investors with 

strong bonds of friendship.  

  Kenya today is one of the largest tea producers in the 

world growing one-quarter of all tea consumed and also 

exporting one quarter of the cut rose stems on sale 

abroad. 

  At the time of Kenya’s independence it was a country of 

eight million people. It has now grown to 44 million as 

well as being host to millions  of refugees. During the 

Sudan civil war Kenya opened its borders to hundreds of 

thousands of women and children who had nowhere 

else to go. Since 1991,  nearly one million refugees have 

fled over the border from Somalia. ‘We have embraced 

our neighbours whenever they have been in need,’ he 

said. By 2050, Africa will be  home to one-quarter of the 

world's population. 

  Mr Kabira was an assistant to former Kenya President 

Mwai Kibaki for 10 years. During that time he attended 

CHOGM in Nigeria, Malta, Uganda, Trinidad and Perth. 
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Pakistan High Commissioner hosts 

lunch for RCS members 

REFUGEES, CLIMATE CHANGE AND EXTREMISM ON CHOGM AGENDA 

As Malta prepares to welcome Commonwealth Heads 

of Government to their biennial meeting from 27 to 29 

November, the refugee crisis facing many member 

countries could dominate an already crowded agenda. 

  A European Union Summit in Malta on migration ear-

lier in November followed by a G20 summit in Turkey is 

likely set the scene for an issue that observers say can’t 

be avoided.  Malta itself has been described as ‘almost 

sinking’ under the weight of refugees.  Climate change 

is another pressing issue, considering that that a signifi-

cant number of Commonwealth members are small 

island states, some already experiencing inundation 

and destruction from extreme weather events. 

  Yet another priority will be addressing the problems 

facing a number of member countries in countering 

violent extremism and radicalisation. 

  One of the most important decisions for the Malta 

CHOGM, however, is to appoint a new Secretary-

General to replace Kamalesh Sharma, who will com-

plete his second four-year term. Mr Sharma, formerly 

India’s High Commissioner to London, has been seen by 

many observers of Commonwealth affairs as too con-

servative and set in his ways to be an effective leader. 

The appointment of a successor is seen as an opportu-

nity for Heads to bring new life to a once-vigorous and 

proactive institution that has become moribund. 

Crucial role  

  The role of the Secretary-General is considered crucial 

in setting the course for how the Commonwealth will 

be run and how effective it will be in applying the prin-

ciples of democracy, rule of law and human rights that 

bind member states to uphold.  In recent years, these 

principles have often been flouted, with no effective 

response from either the Secretary-General or the 

Commonwealth Ministerial Advisory Group (CMAG). 

This is despite the 2011 Perth CHOGM agreeing that 

the Secretary-General should speak out publicly in ex-

pressing disapproval of ‘serious or persistent violations 

of Commonwealth values’.  CMAG’s role as watchdog 

for Commonwealth principles was similarly endorsed. 

  The new Secretary-General is likely to be from four 

main contenders.  Patricia Scotland, Baroness Scotland 

of Asthar, born in Dominica, was educated in the UK 

and was Attorney-General in the Blair government.  She 

was the youngest QC, at aged 35, since Pitt the 

Younger. Another possibility is Gabaipone Mmasekgoa 

Masire-Mwamba from Botswana, educated in London 

in science and law, who held various high level posi-

tions in government and corporate affairs in Botswana 

and the UK before appointment as a Commonwealth 

Deputy Secretary-General. Her term finished in 2014. 

The Tanzanian Foreign Minister and current chair of 

CMAG, Bernard Membe, is also in the running, along 

with Sir Ronald Sanders, Ambassador to Washington 

for Antigua and Barbuda, who played an important role 

on the Eminent Persons’ Group whose recommenda-

tions to the Perth CHOGM on the future of the Com-

monwealth dominated the meeting. The Group’s pro-

posed Commonwealth Charter, setting out fundamen-

tal principles, values and aspirations of the people of 

the Commonwealth was endorsed at the meeting. 
  Commonwealth observers over recent years have 

noted that the length of the CHOGM agenda has been 

growing with each meeting (the draft agenda for the 

Malta meeting is rumoured to be 10 pages). There is 

also concern about the length of the joint communiqué 

issued by Heads at the end of their three-day meeting. 

The Sri Lanka CHOGM statement in 2013 covered 98 

topics and ran to over 8000 words.                       M.H. 

The High Commissioner for Pakistan, HE Ms Naela Chohan, 

with Professor Satendra Nandan who was among RCS mem-

bers invited to lunch at her home in Canberra in September. 

Ms Chohan, a career diplomat and women’s rights’ advo-

cate, is also a painter who trained at the Ecole des Beaux 

Arts in Paris. She is seated in front of one painting from a 

number of her works that were exhibited  in Paris to mark 

International Women’s Day in 2002. Her most notable work 

Souffrance remains on permanent display at UNESCO Head-

quarters in Paris. 
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SEMINAR ON MALTA CHOGM 

The Chairman of the Commonwealth Foundation, HE 

Sir Anand Satyanand, will speak in Canberra at a lunch-

time seminar on 11 November  on The Commonwealth 

at an Important Crossroad, in which he will talk about 

CHOGM’s future in an ‘increasingly fractionated world’. 

  The seminar, jointly sponsored by the Commonwealth 

Round Table, The RCS and the Australian Institute of 

International Affairs, will be at AIIA Conference Centre, 

Stephen House, 32 Thesiger Court Deakin. Refresh-

ments from 12 noon for 12.30 start. Admission free. To 

ensure a place, please register with 

www,internationalaffairs.org.au/events 

VALE RICHARD HICKMAN 1930-2015 
Richard Hickman, who passed away on 7 September, 

was a much revered member of the RCS in Canberra.   

Born into a distinguished English family, Richard was 

educated at Tonbridge School in Kent and Pembroke 

College, Cambridge. After an early career in the British 

Colonial Service in Kenya he found a second career in 

university administration that 

brought him to Canberra and 

the ANU in 1970. In a sense, 

Richard was an archetypical 

Englishman of his generation. 

Although always reticent, 

gentlemanly and modest, he 

reflected movingly about the 

halcyon days of his privileged 

British generation, the devas-

tation of war on the society 

he knew, and the challenges 

wrought by the ‘winds of change’ as they blew through 

Africa. These winds also changed Richard's world as it 

brought him to a new life in Australia and a long and 

happy marriage to Maureen. Richard was highly re-

spected by his many friends and colleagues, especially 

for his contribution to ACT Cricket and the ANU. We in 

the RCS honour him for his active and supportive role 

in Commonwealth activities in Canberra. Richard had 

been a member of the RCS for over 60 years and our 

Branch Secretary for nine. Our condolences go to Mau-

reen and his family. He is greatly missed. 

Hugh Craft 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

• Tuesday 17 November from 11.30 to 1.30pm 

The Indian High Commissioner, HE Navdeep Suri 

and Mrs Mani Suri, will host a lunch at 34 

Mugga Way and provide a briefing on India To-

day for RCS members. RSVP to RCS Treasurer 

Kevin Squair 6254 1650 by Friday 13 November. 

• Tuesday 17 November at 5.30pm CRTA/DFAT 

pre-CHOGM briefing, ANU College of Law Staff 

Library. Australia’s Approach to Malta 2015 by 

Dr Lachlan Strahan, First Assistant Secretary, 

Multilateral Policy Division of DFAT. Dr Strahan 

is closely involved in policy development and 

arrangements for Australia's participation in the 

Malta CHOGM. For further details contact Steve 

Etheridge 0414 316887. 

• 23-25  November Pre-CHOGM Painting and Arts 

Exhibition, organised by the Malta High Com-

mission, will be held at the Fiji High Commission. 

This event is being supported by the RCS. Mem-

bers will  be notified of the details soon. 

• Sunday 6 December 12 noon until 3.00pm 

Christmas Party for RCS members at the home 

of President Kanti Jinna and his wife Jyoti at 26 

Spalding Street Flynn. Please RSVP to Kevin 

Squair on 6254 1650 by Thursday 3 December.  

The RCS Newsletter Commonwealth News is published four 

times a year. Letters and contributions are welcome. Contact: 

 Maureen Hickman, Editor, at maureen.hickman.com.au 

Commonwealth Oral Histories Project   
A major project undertaken by the Institute of Common-

wealth Studies involving interviews with 65 leading fig-

ures has just been published and is available online. 

  The author, Dr Sue Onslow,  a senior lecturer at the In-

stitute, visited Canberra during her study to gather infor-

mation of people’s experiences of the Commonwealth. 

While here, she talked to RCS members and others 

whose work has brought them into close association 

with Commonwealth countries and organisations. 

  A statement posted by Dr Onslow on 2 November de-

scribed the interviews as ‘wide-ranging and covering the 

chronological development of the Commonwealth’. 

Taken together, she says, they give ‘an unparalleled 

overview of the changing nature of the organisation 

since 1965’. The conclusion is that the Commonwealth 

has achieved results out of all proportion to its limited 

resources.    (See www.thercs.org and follow the links.) 

NEW RCS MEMBERS 

The RCS Council warmly welcomes new Youth members 

Ms Ellie Sekold, Ms Holly Halford Smith, Ms Chioma 

Nzewi and Mr Derek Tan. 

Correction. The caption of the photograph on p.1 of the 

Winter issue of Commonwealth News incorrectly named Mrs 

Menna Haddon as Dr Letresha Owen. My apologies. Ed. 


