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Representatives from Australian RCS branches meeting 

in Melbourne have agreed that they will work together 

on shared activities and strengthen each other as inde-

pendent, autonomous Australian branches with their 

own local characteristics and priorities. 

  The two-day meeting, the first on a national level af-

ter a lapse of many years, was hosted by the Victorian 

RCS Branch and chaired  by its President, Mr Lloyd 

Byrne.  Branches were represented by their presidents 

and and/or other office bearers. ACT Branch delegates 

were Vice-President, Dr Hugh Craft, Treasurer, Mr 

Kevin Squair and RCS Fellow and Keynote Speaker on 

Youth Affairs, Ms Pera Wells. 
  The meeting reached agreement in a wide number of 

areas. These included broadening the base of Branch 

operations  to give greater priority to learning, advo-

cacy, youth and gender issues. It also acknowledged 

the desirability  to reflect Commonwealth values in 

Branch programs to emphasise the non-racial,  

multi-faith, non-partisan and multicultural character of 

the modern Commonwealth. 

  The meeting also agreed  that branches would work 

together in a number of key areas involving communi-

cation. These could include the setting  up of a national 

RCS website that would incorporate news and informa-

tion from all states, adopting common branding 

(following London RCS guidelines where possible), and 

sharing literature, for example, brochures, newsletter 

articles and planning strategies. 

Collaboration 

  The branches agreed on collaboration on specific pro-

jects, such as the  Commonwealth Essay and Schools 

Public Speaking Competitions; exchanging constitu-

tions as well as advice on not-for profit status; contact 

lists, including diplomatic lists, email contacts and 

postal addresses; regular exchange of ideas  and 

agreed initiatives regarding contact with RCS London, 

and networking  at the local level, including maximising 

use of professional and community contacts. 

  The meeting decided to create an RCS Australia Na-

tional Executive, with rotating bi-annual meetings, 

chaired by a National Convenor, to work in support of 

agreed national interests and initiatives. The next na-

tional meeting will be held in Canberra in 2016—an 

exception to the two-year rotation—and in Queen-

sland in 2018 to coincide with the Commonwealth 

Games. Mr Byrne, Convenor of the Melbourne meet-

ing, was appointed National Convenor until it rotates 

to the ACT President  next year.    

Mission Statement              
  A Mission Statement for Australian RCS branches has 

been circulated for comment. RCS members will be 

informed when a final document has been agreed. 

  A letter has been sent to the Director of RCS London, 

Mr Michael Lake, informing him of the outcome of the 

Melbourne meeting and drawing his attention to rela-

tions between some Australian branches and London, 

which were described as ‘ very strained’. Principle 

among these was a perceived lack of consultation on 

issues of direct interest to Australian branches.      

                                                               (Continued on p.2) 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY DINNER 

The 800th anniversary of the sealing of the Magna 

Carta  was the theme of this year’s  Queen’s Birthday 

Dinner  at the Commonwealth Club in June. The guest 

of honour was the recently-appointed British High 

Commissioner, HE Mrs Menna Rawlings (above right)  

with Mrs Menna Haddon, a member of the Welsh Soci-

ety. The well-attended dinner was held jointly with the 

Australia-Britain Society in Canberra. 

RCS BRANCHES AGREE ON MUTUAL SUPPORT AND SHARING INFORMATION  
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RCS members Mrs Lynne Craft (above left) Mr Richard 

Hickman, Mrs Margaret O’Rourke and Mr Don O’Rourke 

were among the guests at a celebration in Canberra to 

mark the 800th anniversary of the Great Charter’s seal-

ing at Runnymede in England on the 15 June 1215. The 

program included presentations by the Prime Minister, 

Mr Tony Abbott, the Director of the Australian War Me-

morial, Dr Brendan Nelson, and Air Marshal David Evans 

(Retd) , chair of the Magna Carta Committee of Australia 

which organised the event. 

  The Magna Carta, a written agreement between King 

John and the English barons, established for the first 

time that everyone in England, including the King, was 

subject to the law. Later versions of Magna Carta were 

modified, but many of its essential provisions were re-

tained. King Edward I recognised the 1297 version as part 

of the law of England. (A rare copy of this version is on 

display at Parliament House).  

  English law was introduced into British colonies, includ-

ing Australia, and important elements, such as a right to 

a fair trial by one’s peers, and the right not to be arbi-

trarily imprisoned or deprived of one’s property, were 

later incorporated into Australian law. These, and other 

aspects of democracy enshrined in British law, were 

passed on to British-controlled territories and colonies, 

and underpin the principles of the modern Common-

wealth to which all aspiring members must undertake to 

uphold as a condition of their association. 

MAGNA CARTA IS 800 YEARS OLD 

RCS National Meeting                   (Continued from p.1) 

  The letter raised the question on whether the appoint-

ment of Mr Darryl Stevens of New Zealand as RCS Re-

gional Coordinator, the new ‘branding’ for publications, 

and the introduction of Associate Fellows—all taken 

without consultation with RCS branches —had changed 

the relationship between RCS London and its overseas 

branches. It also queried the priority London placed on 

consultation and feedback, and in what way London en-

visaged a productive relationship with RCS branches? 

FROM THE PRESIDENT . . . 
Much has happened since my message in our Au-

tumn newsletter, not least of which has been the 

first national meeting of RCS branches in Australia for 

many years. A report on the meeting features in this 

issue of the RCS newsletter. Unfortunately, I was not 

able to be in Melbourne for the meeting, despite 

months of being involved in arrangements for it. In 

my unexpected absence, our Branch was very ably 

represented by Vice-President, Hugh Craft— to 

whom we all offer our warmest congratulations on 

his Queen’s Birthday honour—and Treasurer, Kevin 

Squair, as well as RCS Fellow Pera Wells. It is pleasing 

to know that agreement was reached on forming 

closer alliances with our RCS branches. This is espe-

cially important in a vast country like Australia where 

our capitals are far-flung, and, as a result, we have 

different histories and membership profiles. Despite 

RCS branch support each year for the Common-

wealth Schools Speaking and Essay competitions, our 

core membership across Australia is ageing, with few 

younger members joining our ranks. To survive, it is 

clear that we must find ways to involve our young 

people in Commonwealth affairs. This need has al-

ready been recognised by RCS London, whose new 

mission statement stresses youth and education. In 

this regard, as I write this message, we are greatly 

looking forward to the first Model Youth CHOGM, a 

forum in which university students, mostly from the 

Canberra area, will come together this Saturday, 8 

August, in Old Parliament House, to play the part of 

one of the 53 Heads-of-State.  The event has been 

inspired by Pera Wells —who gave a keynote address 

on this at the Melbourne meeting.  It has been car-

ried forward by students at ANU who have created a 

social media network and Facebook page, Common 

Youth.  The Model Youth CHOGM begins at 10 am in 

the House of Representatives chamber, and all mem-

bers and friends of the RCS are welcome to attend.   

  Finally, I wish to comment on the memorial service 

on 1 August in The Hall of University House at the 

Australian National University for Emeritus Professor 

Anthony Low, a Life Member of our RCS Branch and 

co-founder of the Commonwealth Round Table in 

Australia.  

  As colleagues, former students and family members 

spoke of their personal memories of Anthony Low, 

the breadth of his scholarly achievements in African 

and Indian history and his keen engagement with 

students, I was struck by  the profound affection in 

which he was held.  Perhaps this was the finest trib-

ute of all.  

     Kanti Jinna 
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Dr Hugh Craft  (right) has 

been  awarded an OAM  

in the Queen’s Birthday 

honours for his services 

to the community, the 

Commonwealth and to 

public administration.  

  Dr Craft, currently Vice-

President of the RCS ACT 

Branch,  headed the task 

force which organised the Commonwealth Heads of Gov-

ernment Meeting in Coolum in 2002 after a diplomatic 

career with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

(DFAT) between 1971-1992.  During this period he was 

Conference Secretary to CHOGMs in New Delhi (1983), 

Nassau (1985) and Vancouver (1987) as well as a member 

of the Commonwealth Observer Group at Presidential 

and/or Parliamentary elections in Maldives, Nigeria, 

Uganda and Zimbabwe between 1980 and 2013. 

  During his time with DFAT, Dr Craft spent nine years in 

London as Head of the Political Division of the Common-

wealth Secretariat. During this period he was closely in-

volved with the Eminent Persons Group on South Africa. 

  His community work for the Commonwealth includes 

serving as ACT Branch President  several times between 

1996 and 2013,  as Secretary and Founder of the Common-

wealth Day Multi-Faith Celebration, and Member and co-

Convenor (with the late Professor Anthony Low) of the 

Commonwealth Round Table  in Australia. 

  In 2009  he was awarded a PhD at the ANU on the subj-

ect of the modern Commonwealth, with case studies on 

South Africa, Zimbabwe and Fiji.  

A MALCOLM FRASER INSTITUTE? 
A proposal to establish an institute honoring the contri-

bution that the late Australian Prime Minister, Malcolm 

Fraser, made to Commonwealth affairs, and named 

after  him,  has been presented to the Vice–Chancellor 

of the University of Melbourne, Professor Glynn Davis. 

  The President of RCS Victoria, Mr Lloyd Byrne, acting 

on a resolution passed at the national meeting of Aus-

tralian RCS branches in Melbourne in May (see story 

p.1) said in a letter to Professor Davis that the future 

well-being of the Commonwealth rested with govern-

ments, and, in particular, Commonwealth leaders, 

Prime Ministers and Presidents. Malcolm Fraser, it said, 

was one such leader, and tributes from around the 

world following his recent passing, attested to this.  

  Mr Fraser died in Melbourne in March 2015. The Uni-

versity of Melbourne holds his official papers.   

RCS PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 
Another successful Schools Public Speaking Competi-

tion was held again in Canberra this year on a topic 

reflecting the Commonwealth theme for 2015: ‘How 

can youth fulfill its potential to become one of the 

Commonwealth’s greatest assets?’ 

  Pictured above, Laura Johnston, the winner in the 

Senior Division, is seen  holding her trophy in the com-

pany of fellow contestants from Canberra Girls’ Gram-

mar School. The winner in the Junior Section was Amy 

Gardner. 

  The Competition, at the Wesley Music Centre in May,  

was organised by Mrs Ann Sutton. Adjudicators were 

Mr Colin Milner and RCS President, Mr Kanti Jinna. The 

timekeeper was Dr John Sutton. 

RCS INTERNATIONAL MEETING 
RCS London is to hold its first International Meeting of 

RCS branches throughout the Commonwealth in May 

next year. This will be the first international gathering 

since  the meeting the Malaysian capital of Kuala Lum-

pur in 2011. It will also be the first since the London 

RCS headquarters went through an extensive restruc-

turing and reappraisal of its role, completed earlier 

this year after a number of upheavals, including the 

loss of its London club. The meeting will be held in 

London and RCS members are invited to contribute 

ideas and suggestions regarding the content of the 

meeting program. 

Contact is www.rcs.org.uk 

 

RCS HQ looks for Australian Coordinator 

RCS London is to appoint a Regional Coordinator for 

Australia, perhaps crossing wires with the letter ema-

nating from the National RCS meeting in Melbourne 

(see report p. 1-2).  The RCS London newsletter in July 

says it is looking  for people willing to volunteer for the 

job. Youth Coordinators are similarly sought for Africa, 

Asia, the Americas, Europe and the Pacific. 

Queen’s Birthday honour for Hugh Craft 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

• Saturday 8 August at 10 am  Youth Model 

CHOGM at Old Parliament House. All Wel-

come! 

• Sunday 23 August RCS Winter Lunch 12 for 

12.30 pm at Rama’s Fiji-Indian Restaurant (see 

notice enclosed with this newsletter) 

• Monday 31 August  at 12.30 pm Pakistan High 

Commission Lunch and Briefing for RCS mem-

bers (see notice enclosed with this newsletter) 

• Monday 28 September RCS NSW Governor’s 

Lunch in Sydney at the Castlereagh Inn, Cas-

tlereagh Street (between Market and Park 

Streets). Guest of Honour is NSW RCS Patron, 

General the Hon. David Hurley and Guest 

Speaker Dr Hugh Craft. Cost $70. Contact Bar-

bara Jones, RCS NSW Secretary  on  02-9130 

8861 Mon. to Fri.  between 9am and 5pm 

ANTHONY LOW REMEMBERED 

Emeritus Professor Anthony Low and his wife Mrs Belle Low, 

with (l to r) their granddaughter Georgina, daughter Mrs 

Angela Neuhaus, and then-Ambassador to Australia for Zim-

babwe, Ms Jacqueline Zwambila. Mrs Neuhaus’s husband, 

Matthew, a former student of Professor Low,  was Australian 

Ambassador to Zimbabwe when this photograph was taken 

in 2012 at the Commonwealth Day Celebration in Canberra. 

At a Memorial Service at the Australian National Uni-

versity on 31 July, former colleagues, students, friends 

and family paid warm tributes to Emeritus Professor 

Anthony Low, or ‘DA Low of Uganda’ as one former 

student remembered first hearing of him.  

  Professor Low, who died on 12 February this year at 

the age of 87, was remembered as a scholar of interna-

tional reputation, born in Imperial India of a missionary 

father and doctor mother, who discovered, as an Ox-

ford PhD student, a deep interest in African history and 

later Indian and South Asian history,  and more 

broadly, a lifelong commitment to the Commonwealth 

and its social and democratic values.   

  Speakers as the memorial service were the current 

ANU Vice-Chancellor, Professor Ian Young, ANU chan-

cellor, Professor the Hon. Gareth Evans, Emeritus Pro-

fessor Deryck Schreuder (University of Sydney), Profes-

sor Robin Jeffrey (University of Singapore) Professor 

Dipesh Chakrabarty (University of Chicago), Ms Liz 

Ramsden (Clare Hall, University of Cambridge) and Mr 

Matthew Neuhaus, who spoke for the Low family. 

  As a special tribute to him, former students and col-

leagues, many of whom had travelled from overseas,  

held an afternoon of seminar presentations associated 

with the topics of their doctoral theses under his super-

vision between 1963 and 1992.  

  Professor Low held a number of senior academic ap-

pointments in his career, the most recent of which was 

Smuts Professor of Commonwealth History at Cam-

bridge, a position he took up after serving as Vice-

Chancellor at the ANU  from 1976 to 1982. While at 

Cambridge, he became President of Clare Hall, retiring 

in 1994 to return to Canberra, where he co-founded 

the Commonwealth Round Table in Australia.    

New RCS Members 
The RCS Council warmly welcomes new members Mr 

Donald O’Rourke and Mrs Margaret O’Rourke. 

 

VALETE  
The President and Council of the RCS ACT Branch       

express their deep sympathy to the family and friends 

of long-time members Mrs Mary Eggleton who died in 

May 2015 and Mr Donald Goldsmith who died in           

August 2015. 

PREVENTING CHILD MARRIAGE 

Allowing girls access to education is crucial in ending 

child marriage and ministries of education in Common-

wealth countries must acknowledge their own responsi-

bility in helping to end the practice, according to the lat-

est report from RCS London and Plan UK. The report was  

launched  at the 19th conference of Commonwealth 

Education Ministers in the Bahamas. 

   Preventing Child Marriage in the Commonwealth: The 

Role of Education, is the third in a series of reports on 

which RCS and Plan have collaborated to end child, early 

and forced marriage. Since the campaign began in 2010,   

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings in 2011 

and 2013 have committed to ending child marriage. 

Commonwealth members such as Bangladesh, India, Ni-

geria and Pakistan have among the highest child mar-

riage prevalence rates. The full report can be accessed 

on the RCS London website www.rcs.org.uk 


