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STUDY AIMS TO SOLVE HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT IN SHARED TERRITORY 
An ANU PhD student whose research project in Kenya 
is aimed at solving the conflict between subsistence 
farmers and the elephants that raid their crops is to 
receive the RCS ACT Branch 2018 Phyllis Montgomerie 
Commonwealth Award. 
  Ms Georgia Troup is from the  ANU Fenner School of 
Environment & Society. She is currently on field work in 
Tsavo National Park, home to the largest population of 

elephants in Kenya and one of the largest in Africa.   
The study is investigating the nutritional needs, social 
structure and foraging behaviour of crop-raiding ele-
phants.   It is being conducted  in  collaboration with 
Save the Elephants (STE), an NGO based in Kenya, and 
has been designed to fit within an overall research 
strategy conducted by STE to find out why elephants 
raid crops and working with farmers to find solutions. 
  With more and more land being converted to agricul-
ture in the region, human-elephant conflict is becom-
ing a significant conservation concern made worse by a 
devastating drought. Ms Troups’s work is focused on 
the Sangalla community in the Taita Taveta district, a 
vital corridor for wildlife  travelling between Tsavo East 

and Tsavo West national parks, and where there are a 
growing number of human settlements, cattle ranches 
and farming areas.  With droughts now more common 
and lasting longer and the population increasing, the 
human-elephant conflict has become worse.  People 
have lost their lives trying to protect their crops. 
  It is expected that the knowledge gained through the 
project can be adapted to similar sites in Kenya as well 
as other countries Africa and Asia so that farmers can 
reduce crop-raiding in their own communities.  

QUEEN’S COMMONWEALTH GAMES               
BATON IN CANBERRA 
The Queen’s Commonwealth Baton will be in Canberra 
on 25 and 26 January on its 230,000 km journey from 
London to the opening ceremony at the Common-
wealth Games on the Gold Coast on 4 April. 
  The Baton Relay is taking place over 388 days, the 
longest in its history since the tradition was estab-
lished 60 years ago in 1958 at the British Empire & 
Commonwealth Games in Cardiff, Wales. The Baton 
carries a message from the Queen calling on athletes 
to come together in peaceful and friendly competition. 
  By the time it reaches its destination, it will have 
been passed from person to person in a relay through 
the entire Commonwealth of 69 nations and territories 
in Africa, the Americas, The Caribbean, Europe, Asia 
and Oceania.   In Australia, there will have been 3800 
Baton relay participants from cities, towns and remote 
country areas, all chosen in a merit-based system from 
nominations received from the public. Each participant 
travels at whatever pace suits their ability.    
   The Baton’s journey has been described as ‘ a com-
plex  logistical project’ by the Commonwealth Games 
Chair, Peter Beattie, former Premier of Queensland. 
  The host nation of each Commonwealth Games has 
traditionally designed and made the Baton.  For the 
2018 Games, it has been made from macadamia wood 
and reclaimed plastic from Gold Coast waters.   

Ms Georgia Troup (right) on fieldwork in Tsavo National Park 
with Ms Esther Serem, Project Officer for the Elephants and 
Bees Project, which has had success in deterring elephants by 
placing beehives around farms to use their fear of bees to 
keep them away. Ms Serem also helps Ms Troup in the field.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT . . . 
I trust members enjoyed the festive season and are 
looking forward to the year ahead.  A group of us 
much enjoyed a Christmas gathering on 10 December 
for which Ann and John Sutton kindly opened their 
home as the venue.  Generous contributions were 
made to the Salvation Army’s Christmas Appeal, 
which were well received on delivery.  Also in the 
spirit of giving, a contribution of $500 from our chari-
table funds has recently been made (as Council had 
approved) towards Buk bilong Pikinini, an independ-
ent not-for-profit organisation which works on estab-
lishing children's libraries and fostering a love of 
reading and learning in Papua New Guinea.  
   The early part of the year will, as usual, be a busy 
time for the Branch.  2018 sees both the 60th anniver-
sary of the Branch and the 150th anniversary of the 
Royal Commonwealth Society.  We will celebrate 
these anniversaries at the Commonwealth Dinner 
which will be held at the Commonwealth Club on 
Thursday 15 March, as part of our Commonwealth 
Week activities.  Other events taking place at this 
time include our traditional cricket match with DFAT 
on Sunday, 4 March and a Youth ‘Summit’ on Satur-
day 10 March (see p.3). 
  Our Annual General Meeting is to be held at Wesley 
Uniting Church on Tuesday, 13 February from 6pm 
(see the Notice contained in this Newsletter).  There 
are at least four vacancies on Council and, as re-
quired by our Constitution, the positions of Presi-
dent, Vice-President and Treasurer must be filled 
again for 2018.  After many years of very loyal and 
competent service, Kevin Squair has advised that he 
will not be standing again for the position of Treas-
urer.  I would welcome advice of any interest by any 
of our members in taking on this important position 
– and a good attendance by members to ensure a 
quorum at the meeting.  
  Finally, the Queen’s Commonwealth Baton will ar-
rive in Canberra, en route to the Commonwealth 
Games at the Gold Coast, on Thursday 25 January 
and will leave on the 26 January – as part of the Aus-
tralia Day celebrations in Canberra.  

  I encourage you to attend these special occasions!                                                
Colin Milner                                  

RCS members in Canberra gathered at the Forrest 
home of Dr John Sutton (above left) and  Mrs Ann Sut-
ton (second from right)  at our annual pre-Christmas 
celebration. With them is the Hon. Margaret Reid and 
RCS Branch President Mr Colin Milner.   Mr Milner, in a 
speech of welcome to members old and new, ex-
pressed his thanks for the support he had been given in 
his first year as Branch President. Guests brought gifts 
to be passed on for the Salvo’s Christmas appeal, and, 
in turn, received  festively wrapped and beribboned 
packets of Ceylon tea, courtesy of the Sri Lankan High 
Commissioner. 

2018 FEES NOW DUE 
RCS members are reminded that their annual fees 
are due on I January.  A renewal slip is enclosed with 
this newsletter. Your membership is important to us 
and your fees are our major source of income.  

RCS CHRISTMAS IN CANBERRA 

RCS CELEBRATING TWO ANNIVERSARIES 
The ACT Branch of the Royal Commonwealth Society is 
celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2018 while RCS Lon-
don, head office of branches worldwide, is celebrating 
its 150th birthday. 
   RCS London has been asking its branches for reports 
on their own celebration plans and something of their 
histories, with old photographs if possible. 
 To mark our own birthday this year, the RCS ACT 
Branch will produce  a special issue of Commonwealth 
News  covering some of our history, how the Branch 
was formed, who the members were, what they ate at 
their annual dinner(!) and what they then saw as their 
main purpose. 
  In a recent post on its website, RCS London described  
how it began as The Colonial Society, ‘a literary and sci-
entific body’ dedicated to a greater understanding of 
what were then British colonies. In the early decades of 
the 20th century, the Society became more progressive, 
admitting women as members in 1922 and encouraging 
a young and diverse membership. 
  Finally re-named the Royal Commonwealth Society in 
1958,  it is the oldest and largest organisation dedicated 
to the Commonwealth. 
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Reflections, political and personal, on India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka 70 years since attaining their 
independence from  Britain, provided a framework for 
Professor Robin Jeffrey to examine the legacies of parti-
tion, the assassination of leaders, wars and insurrec-
tions—along with many good things—in the Anthony 
Low Commonwealth Lecture in November 2017 at the 
Australian National Univerrsity by a former student of 
Professor Low,  Robin Jeffrey. 
  Professor Jeffrey, currently a visiting research        
professor at the Institute of South Asian Studies at the 
National University of Singapore, is also an Emeritus  

Professor at both La Trobe University and ANU as  
well as a distinguished fellow of the Australia-India 
Institute in Melbourne. He completed a doctorate in 
Indian history at the University of Sussex under Pro-
fessor Low.  
 Among ‘the immense improvements  and remark-
able changes’ in the 70 years since independence,  
Professor Jeffrey cited average life expectancy— at 

the time of independence 40 years—as now nearly 
70. Along with this, literacy has risen and poverty 
fallen. But while the countries of the region have be-
come prominent across the world through film, lit-
erature and what he termed ‘their talented diaspo-
ras’,  both domestic and international peace is 
threatened by continued political volatility, with poli-
tics often reduced to frightening rallying cries based 
on ethnic identities. 
  The Anthony Low Commonwealth Lecture com-
memorates the life and work of Professor D A Low, a 
distinguished scholar whose work spanned modern 
African, Asian and Commonwealth history. 
  Following his vice-chancellorship of ANU (1975-82) 
he was appointed the Smuts Professor of the History 
of the British Commonwealth (1983 -1994) at the 
University of Cambridge. 
  Professor Low, who died in 2015,  was founding 
convenor of the Commonwealth Round Table in Aus-
tralia, which co-sponsored the lecture with the RCS 
ACT Branch—of which he was a Life Member—and 
the Coral Bell School of Asia and Pacific Affairs at 
ANU.   
  The lecture will be published in a forthcoming issue 
of The Round Table Journal. 

 A LOOK AT SOUTH ASIA 70 YEARS SINCE INDEPENDENCE FROM BRITAIN  

COMMONWEALTH YOUTH                
SUMMIT IN CANBERRA 
The RCS ACT Branch plans to convene a Commonwealth 
Youth Summit to take place in Old Parliament House on 
Saturday 10 March.  Its aim is to enable tertiary stu-
dents to role-play Heads of Government from individual 
Commonwealth countries and together debate the is-
sues of most interest and concern to them – in a format 
similar to that which takes place at Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meetings (CHOGM). The Branch 
previously held a successful Model CHOGM for youth 
during 2015. 
  The next CHOGM (renamed the Commonwealth Sum-
mit) will take place in London from 16 to 20 April 2018.  
The summit’s theme, ‘Towards a common future’, will 
aim to build on the strengths of the Commonwealth to 
ensure that it is responsive to global challenges in the 
hope of delivering a more prosperous, secure, sustain-
able and fair future for all its citizens, particularly its 
young people. 
  The final statement from our Commonwealth Youth 
Summit will be forwarded to the Commonwealth Youth 
Council which will convene a three-day forum in London 
in the context of the Commonwealth Summit in April.  
  Our Branch’s Youth Summit will welcome participation 
by tertiary students from Canberra and beyond.  The 
organisers, through their contacts in the Australia/
Pacific region, will pursue  the possibility that students 
from Commonwealth countries in the South Pacific re-
gion might also be able to join in.  
  The future of the Commonwealth depends on its one 
billion young people. Our summit will be a small but real 
contribution towards engaging young people in its fu-
ture.  In particular, the organisers plan to encourage 
youth to engage in working towards ‘positive peace’ 
through the Commonwealth.  

 Emeritus Professor Robin Jeffrey (centre) with (l  to r) Dr 
Hugh Craft, Professor Low’s daughters Ms Penny Low and 
Mrs Angela Neuhaus, and Dr Brendan Taylor, Acting Direc-
tor of the Coral Bell School of Asia and Pacific Affairs at 
the Australian National University. 
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PEOPLE OF THE DIASPORAS ENCOURAGED 
TO INVEST IN COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN 
Migrants to the United Kingdom from Bangladesh, Fiji, 
Ghana, Jamaica, Kenya and Nigeria area being encour-
aged to save and invest in their countries of origin to 
advance economic and social development. 
  The Commonwealth Secretariat is working with the 
governments of these countries to harness the remit-
tances already being sent to families and friends back 
home so that the funds can be channelled towards 
what it terms ‘more productive assets’.  
  Citing the already strong growth in remittances over 
the past 15 years, a report on the Secretariat’s website 
in November 2017 said that an additional US$73 billion 
per annum could be raised and invested by Common-
wealth migrants and their children to finance sustain-
able development goals and fast-track development in 
their home countries. This is estimated to be equiva-
lent to half of all current remittances and roughly $30 
per annum for each Commonwealth citizen globally. 
  Some Commonwealth countries have already made 
‘considerable strides’ in attracting this investment from 
their diasporas, a relationship described as ‘more reli-
able than other external investment flows’. 
  Commonwealth Secretary-General, Patricia Scotland, 
is encouraging  migrants from the six countries cur-
rently being supported to provide their views via a con-
fidential survey, details of which can be found on the 
Secretariat website www.thecommonwealth.org 

The RCS Newsletter Commonwealth News is published four times a 
year. Letters and contributions are welcome. Contact:  

Maureen Hickman, Editor, at maureen.hickman@bigpond.com 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 13 February 2018, 6.00 pm                         
Wesley Centre, Forrest 

The RCS ACT Branch AGM will be held  in the 
foyer of the Wesley Centre, Forrest (enter car 
park from Fitzroy Street). See enclosed notice. 

Cricket Match 
Sunday 4 March 2019, 12 noon                                         

RMC Duntroon Oval 
The Commonwealth vs the Department of                     

Foreign Affairs & Trade. 
All Welcome 

Commonwealth Youth Summit 
Saturday 10 March                                                          

Old Parliament House 

Commonwealth Dinner                                        

Thursday 15 March, 7.00 for 7.30                                
The Commonwealth Club, Yarralumla 

Details of the Youth Summit, the Commonwealth Din-
ner and other Commonwealth Week events will be 
advised in a future separate mailing to members. 

                                                                                                
WHO’S DOING BUSINESS IN                      
THE COMMONWEALTH? 
Research by the Commonwealth Secretariat has re-
vealed that trade between Commonwealth countries 
costs on average 19 per cent less than costs borne by 
other-country trading partners. 
  This was reported in the first of a series of blogs on 
the RCS London website on ‘what the Commonwealth 
is doing to address the biggest issues facing the 
world’ . The reason for the trade advantage by Com-
monwealth partners is described as ‘a Commonwealth 
effect’ i.e. the advantages of a common language, 
similar institutions and a familiar legal environment.  
  The Trade blog  goes on to explain how the special 
resources of the Commonwealth Secretariat are help-
ing member nations to improve their competitiveness 
on the global market. This, and the subsequent blogs, 
can be accessed on the RCS website www.thercs.org   
News and Blogs.  

GUIDE TO LAW REFORM DEVELOPED BY 
COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT 
A guide to law reform and a manual on legislative 
drafting have been developed by the Commonwealth 
Secretariat to help member states in key areas of gov-
ernance. 
  Launched at the Commonwealth Law Ministers Meet-
ing in The Bahamas in October 2017, the guide and 
manual were presented at the annual general meeting 
and conference of the Association of Law Reform 
Agencies of Eastern and Southern Africa (ALRAESA) the 
following  month.   
  ALRAESA was established in 2003 to provide a plat-
form for its 14 members to exchange and share ideas 
on best practices in law reform and the development 
of law in accordance with the principles of human 
rights, good governance and rule of law. 


