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VARIETY OF EVENTS MARK COMMONWEALTH CELEBRATIONS IN CANBERRA 
Members and friends of the RCS ACT Branch celebrated 

Commonwealth Day this year with a variety of events 

starting with the Multi-Faith Celebration in the spirit of 

the Commonwealth theme for 2017, A Commonwealth 

for Peace, followed by our annual Commonwealth Din-

ner  and ending in a cricket match (see below). 

 The Multi-Faith celebration at the Centre for Christian-

ity and Culture in Barton on Commonwealth Day began 

with the tolling of the great bell in the Centre’s fore-

court, once for each of the Commonwealth’s current 

52 member countries. As guests took their places, un-

accompanied singing from a Pacific Islands choir filled 

the hall. A procession of honoured guests and partici-

pants followed, led by Lieut. General John Sanderson, 

former Governor of Western Australia and Deputy 

Chair of the Centre. Then there were readings of three  

messages to mark the day, the first from HM The 

Queen, as Head of the Commonwealth, from the Prime 

Minister, the Hon. Malcolm Turnbull and  from HE 

General the Hon. Sir Peter Cosgrove, Governor General 

of Australia, our RCS ACT Branch Patron. 

  Following an address by General Sanderson on  the 

theme A Commonwealth for Peace following by a per-

formance of Irish dancing, a joint statement was made 

on behalf of ACT Faith Communities, with parts read by 

Mr Dean Sahu Khan, the Venerable Tempa Bejanke, 

Deacon John Lim and Mrs Deepali Jain.  

  As the celebration drew to a close, the Woden Valley 

Youth Choir sang, a Punjabi Dance group performed on 

stage, the National Anthem was sung by the congrega-

tion, and, as guests left the chapel,  Pacific Island 

voices were again raised in a farewell song. (cont. p.3) 

Teams from Commonwealth countries in Canberra and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade after the cricket match for 

the Anton Muttukumaru trophy. The DFAT XI, which won by one run, received the trophy from DFAT Secretary, Ms Frances 

Adamson, seen above on the right of the trophy, with RCS President, Colin Milner.  To the left of the trophy is the Sri Lankan High 

Commissioner, HE Mr Somasundaram Skandakumar, with Mr Tony Muttukumaru, for whose father the trophy is named.  Mr 

Anton Muttukumaru donated the trophy to the RCS when serving as Ceylon’s High Commissioner in Canberra. This year’s match, 

at the Royal Military College, Duntroon, marked the 50th year since the first match was held  on the same playing fields. 
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RCS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 The RCS ACT Branch Annual General meeting in Febru-

ary 2017 elected the following members to serve on the 

Society’s Council: 

President: Mr Colin Milner 

Vice-President: Mrs Maureen Hickman 

Treasurer: Mr Kevin Squair 

Members: Dr Hugh Craft 

  Mr Kanti Jinna 

  Ms Holly Halford-Smith 

  Ms Georgina Neuhaus 

The other members of Council are serving the second 

year of their three-year term in 2017. They are: 

  Dr Elmo Jacob 

  Mrs Angela Neuhaus 

  Ms Ellie Sekold 

  Mrs Ann Sutton 

 The President, Vice-President and Treasurer of the RCS 

are elected each year. Council members are elected for 

a three-year term. 

  At the first meeting of the Council following the AGM, 

Mr Daniel McKay was invited to fill a casual vacancy as a 

member. His acceptance brings the total members of 

Council  to 12. 

  In his report to the AGM, the outgoing President, Mr 

Kanti Jinna, spoke of the many activities the ACT Branch 

had organised or had otherwise been involved in during 

2016, including the National Executives Meeting of RCS 

Branches in Canberra in April. The one-day  Youth Pro-

gram during the Meeting was attended by Ms Helen 

Jones, Director of Youth Affairs and Education Programs 

at RCS London. Other highlights  of 2016 included the 

RCS International Meeting in London in October at-

tended by a 17-member delegation from Australia in-

cluding four from the ACT Branch. 

RCS FELLOW NOMINATION 

Mr Kanti Jinna (below) has been nominated for Fellow-

ship of the Royal Commonwealth Society London in rec-

ognition of his role as President of the RCS ACT Branch 

from 2014 to 2016. In a letter in-

forming him of the nomination, his 

nominator, Mr Michael Lake, Direc-

tor of RCS London, paid tribute to 

Mr Jinna’s ‘strength of conviction 

… though a time of great change’.  

Mr Lake said that under his leader-

ship ‘the branch flourished, reach-

ing new audiences and achieving 

new goals’. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT . . .  

This is my first Newsletter message as the incoming 

Branch President, elected at our AGM held on 8 Febru-

ary.  I want to express sincere thanks for the support 

that I and the incoming Council as a whole received 

from members present. I am grateful for the willing-

ness of our newly elected Vice-President, Maureen 

Hickman and re-elected Treasurer, Kevin Squair, along 

with the new and ongoing Councillors (including our 

former President, Kanti Jinna and Vice-President, Hugh 

Craft who stood for election) to serve the Branch in this 

way. As a result, we have an excellent Council. This was 

demonstrated at our recent Branch Council Planning 

meeting held on the afternoon of 2 April. I trust that 

the fruits of our discussions will become evident in the 

months ahead. 

  Recently, Kanti was nominated as a Fellow of the Soci-

ety and Daniel McKay was confirmed as an Associate 

Fellow of the Society. I congratulate them both on this 

news from London. 

  Details of our successful Commonwealth Week follow 

in this Newsletter. I was pleased to be able to deliver 

the Prime Minister’s message at the Commonwealth 

Day Multi-Faith Celebration on 13 March and wish to 

thank Angela and Georgina Neuhaus for arranging the 

morning tea held afterwards and all those from the 

Branch who assisted on the day. This occasion, the 

Commonwealth Dinner held 16 March and the cricket 

match held between Commonwealth and DFAT teams 

on 19 March, were all excellent opportunities for us to 

showcase what the Society stands for and what the 

Branch does. Again, I am grateful to those Branch 

members involved in the organisation of the Dinner 

and match under the leadership of Maureen and Kanti 

respectively. The efforts of the Sri Lankan High Com-

mission and DFAT in supporting the organisation of the 

match were also crucial. 

  Several Branch members attended the National Ecu-

menical Service, held at St Paul’s Anglican Church, 

Manuka on 19 March, to mark the Sapphire Jubilee of 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. This was a means for 

us to recognise The Queen’s outstanding contribution 

as Head of the Commonwealth since 1952. 

  A number of us will also be present at the next Na-

tional Executives Meeting of RCS Branches to be held in 

Adelaide from 5 to 7 May.  This will follow up the work 

of the previous meeting held in Canberra last April as 

well as discussions at the RCS International Meeting 

held in London last October.  It will be good to have 

this opportunity to compare experiences and renew 

friendships.    

Colin Milner 
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HONOURS FOR RCS YOUTH MEMBERS 
A Youth Member of the RCS ACT Branch Council, 

Daniel McKay, has been awarded a scholarship to the 

University of Cambridge where he has been offered a 

place at Peterhouse College to read for an MPhil in 

the World History program. 

  Daniel (left), who grew up 

on his family’s rural property 

at Evans Plains, near 

Bathurst NSW, came to Can-

berra to study at the Austra-

lian National University 

where he received First 

Class Honours in both parts 

of his double degree in His-

tory and Law. His history 

thesis was on the subject of Australia's contribution to 

the Imperial Federation Movement. The subject of his 

Law thesis was the changing interpretation of the of-

fice of Governor-General as a constitutional link to the 

British Empire. Daniel completed his studies at ANU in 

2016. At Cambridge, he will conduct research into the 

imperial conferences of the early 20th century 

(precursors to CHOGM). 

  Daniel also has considerable talent as an artist. His 

skills in design will soon to be evident in the new web-

site that he is designing for our RCS ACT Branch. He 

will continue his art studies until he leaves for Cam-

bridge later this year. Daniel was recently made an  

Associate Fellowship of RCS London. 

World Championships 
  Another Youth Member of our Branch Council, Ellie 

Sekold, has been selected in the Australian National 

Team to compete in the World Championships of 

Beach Frisbee– known as 

Beach Ultimate— in Royal, 

France, in June 2017.  

In the photograph (right) Ellie 

is seen reading the Queen’s 

Commonwealth Message at 

the Multi-Faith Celebration in 

Canberra on Commonwealth 

Day in March. 

  This will be the first time 

that Ellie has competed on 

sand, said to be tough on 

players. To prepare for this, she will take part in a 

number of training sessions on sand before the team 

leaves for France. The championships are expected to 

attract more than 1800 athletes from around the 

world. Ellie has been part of the ACT women’s and 

mixed teams for the  past six years. 

BRITAIN PREPARES FOR 2018 CHOGM 

For the first time, Buckingham Palace and Windsor Cas-

tel will be among venues when Commonwealth Heads of 

Government meet in Britain in April 2018. 

  In  statement in March, the Commonwealth Secretary-

General, Patricia Scotland, said the 2018 meeting would 

‘cement the shared aims of good governance, sustain-

able growth and inclusive social and economic develop-

ment’.  These, she said, are aided by our common lan-

guage, common laws, common parliamentary and other 

institutions as well as our cultural ties. 

  A Ministerial Roundtable in March, coordinated by the 

Secretariat, was attended by 40 of the 52 Common-

wealth member states and included representatives 

from all six regions. The meeting agreed that a key aim 

of CHOGM in 2018 would be to increase trade between 

Commonwealth nations. This is projected to increase to 

US$1 trillion by 2020. 

  The 2018 CHOGM will see the UK take over from Malta 

as Chair Office until 2020. This will be the first Common-

wealth Heads summit under the leadership of Baroness 

Scotland as Commonwealth Secretary-General. 

COMMONWEALTH DAY CELEBRATIONS (from page1) 

A few days later, members and friends of the RCS gath-

ered for the annual Commonwealth Dinner at the Com-

monwealth Club in Yarralumla.  The guest speaker was 

the British High Commissioner, HE Mrs Menna Rawlings, 

who gave a wide-ranging address on the importance of 

Commonwealth relationships. 

  A cheque for $5000 was presented to the winner of the 

2017 Phyllis Montgomerie Award, Mitchell McMaster, 

by RCS president, Colin Milner.  Mitchell, a PhD candi-

date at the ANU, received the  award for his research 

into mild cognitive impairment and whether it can be 

halted or reversed in those affected by interventions 

such as diet, exercise and intellectual stimulation. 

The British High Commissioner, Mrs Menna Rawlings with her 

husband Mr Mark Rawlings (left) and RCS President Colin 

Milner, at the Commonwealth Dinner in March. 
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PLANS TO COUNTER VIOLENT EXTEMISM 

Australia’s Foreign Minister, Julie Bishop,  has an-

nounced  a new policy framework intended to counter 

violent extremism though Australian aid programs.  

  Ms Bishop’s announcement was made shortly before 

the  Westminster Bridge terrorist attack in March and 

following the provision of $2.5 million to the Common-

wealth Secretariat to establish a Counter-Violent Ex-

tremism Unit at its London headquarters. 

  She said that the new framework will ensure that de-

velopment assistance considers countering violent ex-

tremism in targeted and sensitive ways, including 

across education, civil society, governance, livelihoods, 

justice and the rule of law. 

  In 2016, Australia supported a revision of OECD rules 

to make non-coercive efforts to counter violent ex-

tremism eligible for Official Development Assistance. 

  Meanwhile, in Canberra, the RCS and the Common-

wealth Round Table in Australia have made a joint con-

tribution to the development of a new Australian For-

eign Policy White Paper—the first since 2003. 

 

2017 QUEEN’S ESSAY COMPETITION 

The 1 May deadline for entries to the 2017 Queen’s 

Commonwealth Essay Competition is fast approaching. 

  The theme for this year ’A Commonwealth for Peace’ 

invites young entrants to explore the  meaning, process 

and importance of peace.   Winners and runners-up in 

both Junior (under 14 years) and Senior (14-18) catego-

ries will be invited to London for a week-long series of 

educational and cultural activities and a special awards 

ceremony at Buckingham Palace. 

  The competition is open to residents and nationals in 

all Commonwealth countries and territories. This year, 

it  has been extended to include those living in former 

Commonwealth countries, The Gambia, the Maldives 

and Zimbabwe.  

  Residents of non-Commonwealth countries whose 

entries are submitted through their local RCS branch 

are a also eligible to enter. 

  The 2016 competition attracted 13,500 entries which 

were examined by 133 volunteer judges. 

  The RCS ACT Branch has provided Information about 

the competition to all ACT government schools through 

the Department of Education. 

  For more information and entry forms, visit the RCS 

London website www.thercs.org and follow the links. 

The RCS Newsletter Commonwealth News is published four times a 

year. Letters and contributions are welcome. Contact:  

Maureen Hickman, Editor, at maureen.hickman@bigpond.com 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

   Queen’s Birthday Dinner                                                                            

 Thursday 15 June at 7 for 7.30 pm            

 The Commonwealth Club, Yarralumla 

 RCS Winter Lunch                                                                       

 Sunday 30 July, 12 noon for 12.30                                               

 Rama’s Fiji-Indian Restaurant, Pearce 

 (Details of both these events will be                    

 made available later.) 

BRITISH BUSINESS RANKS TRADE FUTURES 

Ninety per cent of British businesses have ranked Aus-

tralia first among Commonwealth countries in trade 

importance post-Brexit. 

  In polling conducted in January and published on the 

RCS London website in March, British businesses were 

asked to nominate the Commonwealth nations or re-

gions that should have priority as a UK trading partner. 

The overall results rank Canada and Singapore second 

at 82 per cent, followed by New Zealand (79 per cent) 

India (72 per cent) and South Africa (70 per cent). 

  An analysis of results showed that views were influ-

enced by the size of the business, its turnover and the 

UK regions  polled. For example, India  was ranked in 

first place by micro-businesses and second, after Aus-

tralia, by large firms. Small to medium business leaders 

ranked Singapore second after Australia. In UK regions, 

Scotland did not rank Commonwealth nations as highly 

as other parts of Britain. 

  The results of  separate RCS polling of its branch mem-

bers worldwide showed that 79 per cent strongly 

agreed that their countries should create trade agree-

ments with the UK within two years of Brexit but only 

54 per cent believed that this will happen.  

  The overall conclusion was that Britain should not for-

get Commonwealth markets for future trade deals as 

British businesses clearly view Commonwealth nations 

as important trading partners. 

VALE Dr Kabu Okai-Davis 

The President and Council of the RCS ACT Branch ex-

press their deepest condolences to the family of Dr 

Kabu-Okai Davis who died in February 2017. Dr Okai-

Davis was a producer for the National Multicultural Fes-

tival and Manager of the Theo Notaras Multicultural 

Centre for the ACT Government. He was a long-time 

friend of the ACT Branch and supporter of our activities. 


