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AUSTALIA URGED TO PLAY ROLE IN SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY ON ZIMBABWE 
the key to the success of southern Africa and Africa is 
the key to transforming Zimbabwe. ‘ 
  Senator Coltart’s book is published by Jacana Media. 
It was launched at the Australian Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs by RCS member and former Australian 
Ambassador to Zimbabwe, Matthew Neuhaus.  
  Zimbabwe was suspended from the Commonwealth 
in 2002 because of electoral irregularities and volun-
tarily withdrew as a member in 2003. 

Australia could play a critical role in helping to refocus 
international interest on Zimbabwe in the face of a 
growing crisis that could lead to ‘a perfect storm’ and a 
violent coup against President Robert Mugabe . 
  Senator David Coltart, a human rights activist and law-
yer, was  speaking in Canberra at the launch of his 
book, The Struggle Continues: 50 Years of Tyranny in 
Zimbabwe.  
  He said ‘the intense shuttle diplomacy’, initiated by 
South Africa’s President Thabo Mbeki, resulted in the 
country's first Government of National Unity in  2009. 
It ended, however, when Thabo Mbeki’s successor, 
Jacob Zuma, ‘did not stay engaged’ and Mugabe was 
re-elected as sole President in 2013. (Senator Coltart, 
was elected to the Zimbabwean Parliament in 1983 
and served as a Minister in the Unity government.) 
  Now, he said, there is both regional and Western in-
difference to  Zimbabwe and to what could happen 
when Mugabe, who turns 94 in February 2018,  dies or 
becomes incapacitated.  After 37 years of tyrannical 
rule marked by violence, corruption and abuse of 
power, Zimbabwe’s economy is collapsing following a 
run on the banks in 2013, businesses are struggling to 
survive and there is a continuing exodus of people that 
could lead to a flood of refugees joining thousands of 
others across the border in South Africa. If you add to 
this the current split between the Military and Intelli-
gence, the ruling ZANU PF party’s predilection for vio-
lence and weapons now held by all the factions, then  
all things are there for ‘the perfect storm’ to occur.  
  ‘The tragedy for Zimbabwe,’ he said,  ‘is that it is a 
country of enormous potential, of almost unbounded 
potential.  It is not a basket case. It has every ingredi-
ent to become a modern relevant state. It is rich in 
minerals and has a high literacy rate.  It lacks only one 
thing: democracy.’ 
  Senator Coltart said Australia could play a crucial role 
in building an international consensus—and agreement 
not to tolerate  thugs—to begin the ‘shuttle diplomacy’  
which has worked well in the past, in which communi-
cations would  again be mediated principally by 
neighbouring African states.  He added: ‘Zimbabwe is  

Mr Andrew Lancaster (left) with Ms Ally Bridges and her               
husband Dr Jo Ford at the book launch.   

HELP FOR ZIMBABWEANS IN NEED 
The ’insanity of the past 17 years’ is how David Coltart 
describes the impact of the 2000 referendum in Zim-
babwe that resulted in the eviction of thousands of 
farmers and farm workers from their land.  While 
many young and able-bodied people fled– mostly to 
South Africa—those who stayed often became desti-
tute, with no way of earning a living. This is how ZANE 
(Zimbabwe: A National Emergency) was established, as 
a charity that  provides relief to pensioners and other 
vulnerable groups as well as bringing developmental 
opportunities to impoverished communities.  
  An Australian branch of ZANE was set up in 2012.  A 
former Australian Ambassador to Zimbabwe, Jonathan 
Shepherd, who once served as Political Director at the 
Commonwealth Secretariat in London, is a Board 
Member.  To find out more, visit the ZANE website at 
www.zaneaustralia.org.au 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT . . . 
One of the pleasures and privileges of being Branch 
President is receiving numerous invitations to attend 
various events which have a Commonwealth dimen-
sion or connection.  I aim to represent the Branch at 
as many of these as possible.  The most recent was 
the Deepavali (Festival of Light) Celebration held in 
Parliament House in Canberra on the evening of 16 
October, to which I was invited by the Hindu Council 
of Australia.  This gathering brought together leading 
politicians and diplomats, religious and civil society 
leaders to mark an occasion which celebrates the 
victory of light over darkness, good over evil, knowl-
edge over ignorance, and hope over despair.  At its 
best, the Commonwealth of Nations pursues similar 
broad outcomes in its aims and activities. 
  An earlier event I attended with others invited from 
the Branch was a reception hosted by the British 
High Commissioner on 5 September in honour of 
Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, Britain’s Minister of 
State for the Commonwealth and the United Nations. 
You will find a report on this occasion on p.3.  The 
forthcoming Commonwealth Summit in 2018 will be 
an important event and one which many hope will 
help to rejuvenate this international organisation at 
the political level.   
  The leading article in this Newsletter reports on the 
Canberra launch of a book by Zimbabwean Senator 
David Coltart.  Zimbabwe is a beautiful country of 
great promise for whose people, we must, in the 
longer term, remain optimistic, informed and inter-
ested.  Many of us look forward to the day when Zim-
babwe  will be able to re-join the Commonwealth, as 
Fiji, Pakistan and South Africa have done.   
  I trust you enjoy reading the Newsletter, edited so 
well (and indeed, for a very long time) by Maureen 
Hickman.  And I hope to see many of you at the An-
thony Low Commonwealth Lecture on 29 November 
and at our Christmas Party on 10 December.       

  Colin Milner 

ANTHONY LOW LECTURE 
The Anthony Low Commonwealth Lecture will be 
given this year by Emeritus Professor Robin Jeffrey 
on Wednesday 29 November in the Hedley Bull Lec-
ture Theatre at ANU. (See notice p.4) 
  The lecture, on the legacy of partition which cre-
ated the separate nations of India and Pakistan 70 
years ago , is sponsored by the Commonwealth 
Round Table in Australia of which Professor Low 
was Founding Convenor. 
  After his seven-year term as Vice-Chancellor of the 
ANU ended in 1982, Professor Low was appointed 
to the Smuts Chair of the History of the British Com-
monwealth at the University of Cambridge. From 
1984 to 1994, he was also Chairman of the Institute 
of Commonwealth Studies at the University of Lon-
don. Professor Low held many other prominent aca-
demic positions during his career and is remem-
bered as a distinguished scholar whose work 
spanned modern Asian and African history as well 
as Commonwealth history. 
 The inaugural Anthony Low Commonwealth Lec-
ture was given in 2016 by ANU Chancellor and for-
mer Foreign Minister, Gareth Evans. 
  Professor Low was a Life Member of the RCS ACT 
Branch. He died in Canberra in February 2015.  

    NEW RCS BRANCH IN THE USA 
The Board of the RCS London has given approval for 
the establishment of a branch of the Society in Mis-
sissippi. The State Governor, Phil Bryant, will chair 
the branch.  The Director of RCS London, Michael, 
Lake, in a letter to Branch Chairs and Regional Coor-
dinators, said the Mississippi Branch would focus its 
activities ‘on US-UK Commonwealth connections 
and mutual interests’. Although administered from 
Mississippi, the Branch will also be active in Wash-
ington. 
  Mr Lake said there are now ‘a handful of branches 
that share an interest in the Commonwealth lo-
cated in non-member countries’. He added that the 
Queen, as patron of the RCS, is aware of these de-
velopments. 

RCS MEMBERSHIP 

Your membership of the RCS ACT Branch is impor-
tant to us and your membership fees are our main 
source of income. If you have already paid your 
fees for 2017 (due on 1 January) thank you for your 
timeliness.  If you are unsure, please check with our 
Treasurer, Kevin Squair on 6254 1650. To vote at 
our Annual General Meeting in February 2018, 
members must be financial for the 2017 year. 

QUEEN’S BATON RELAY 
The Queen’s Baton Relay, after traversing Common-
wealth countries everywhere— will be in Canberra 
on 25 January following its journey through Com-
monwealth nations in Asia and the Pacific. 
   The Games will be held on the Gold Coast, Queen-
sland, from 4 to 15 April 2018. 
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 A Women’s Network will be launched at the Com-
monwealth Summit  at its meeting in London and 
Windsor in April 2018. 
 Addressing guests at a reception hosted by the Bri-
trish High Commissioner, HE Mrs Menna Rawlings,  
in Canberra in September, Lord Ahmad, Britain’s 
Minister of State for the Commonwealth, said that 
the decision to establish a Women’s Network was 
to effect change, to turn vision into reality, and ‘for 
the effects to be felt by the citizens of the Com-
monwealth, not just its leaders’. 
  He described the Summit, previously known as the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM), as an opportunity ‘to make sure that the 
relevance of the Commonwealth remains relevant 
to all 52 States’. He went on: 
  ‘The Commonwealth can make a difference in 
building a better future for its people, based on the 
shared values and fairness at the core of human 
rights to effect the change we all desire.’  
  In this context, Lord Ahmad turned to the problem 
of slavery,  and the large number of people who are 
‘used and abused’.  In particular, he referred to the 
problem in India and Bangladesh . (In these coun-
tries, many are enslaved because of the debts they 
owe and cannot repay in any other way). 
  He also spoke  of the collaborative efforts, includ-
ing with Australia, to share intelligence in an effort 
to eradicate violent terrorism.  
  The Commonwealth Summit will be held  from 16 
to 20 April  As in past  years, there will be a number 
of forums held around the same time—a People’s  

ADELAIDE STUDENT WINS QUEEN’S            
ESSAY COMPETITION 

A 16-year-old student from South Australia, has been 
named as winner in the Senior Section of the 2017 
Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition. 
  Annika Turon-Semmens, who attends Adelaide’s 
Pembroke Middle School, will fly to London in No-
vember for the Awards Ceremony at Buckingham 
Palace and a week-long series of educational and 
cultural events. 
 The Senior runner-up was Hiya Chowdhury (15) from 
India, Junior winner  Ariadna Sullivan (13) from Can-
ada and the Junior runner-up was Ry Galloway (10) 
from Britain. 
  This year, 135 judges from across the Common-
wealth examined 12,300 entries, describing them as 
‘creative, hopeful and passionate’.  The theme was ‘A 
Commonwealth for Peace’.  You can read Annika’s 
entry along with those of other winners on the RCS 
London website www.thercs.org 

HIGH STANDARD OF ENTRANTS IN RCS PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 
Despite a number of students having to pull-
out due to influenza, a strong field of young 
speakers in both Senior and Junior divisions 
competed for the annual RCS Schools Public 
Speaking Competition at the Wesley Music 
Centre in August. The topic was based on the 
Commonwealth theme for the year ‘A Com-
monwealth for Peace’. In the photograph are 
(l to r) Alexandra Finlay, Kathryn Trothe, Cas-
sandra Linares, Dante Stevens-Morice, Oliver 
Primrose, Forbes Mailler and Maxim Sum-
mersby-Mitchell. Standing in front with the 
Senior Winner’s  cup is Michael Nguyen-Kim, a 
Year-12 student from Canberra Grammar 
School. The Junior winner was Dante Stevens-
Morice, a Year-7 student, also from Canberra 
Grammar. Many thanks to  RCS Councilor Mrs 
Ann Sutton for organising the event. 

WOMEN’S NETWORK TO BE LAUNCED AT COMMONWEALTH SUMMIT 

Forum, a Business Forum, a Youth Forum, and this 
year to coincide with the launch of the Women’s Net-
work, a Women’s Forum.  
  The Commonwealth theme for 2018 , ‘Towards a 
Common Future’ was announced in September by the 
Prime Ministers of  Britain and Malta. As host of the 
2015 CHOGM, the Prime Minister of Malta is current 
Chair-in-office. 
  Lord Ahmad was visiting Canberra on his way to Sa-
moa to attend the South Pacific Forum. 
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VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE 
The RCS ACT Branch has a brand  new website at 
www.rcsact.org waiting for you to pay a visit!  
  The website has been designed by Daniel McKay, an 
Associate Fellow of RCS London and until recently a 
Youth Member of the RCS ACT Council.  The website 
provides information about the Commonwealth, to 
current and back issues of the RCS newsletter Com-
monwealth News and other publications like our An-
nual Reports, as well as transcripts of speeches, coming 
events and awards. There are links to RCS London and 
news from around the Commonwealth. Membership 
inquiries can also be handled on-line. Applications for 
the Branch's Phyllis Montgomerie Award will now be 
made through the website which also has photographs 
and information about previous winners. 
  Daniel is now at Peterhouse College at the University 
of Cambridge where he is reading for an MPhil in the 
World History Program, researching  early 20th century 
imperial conferences, precursors to meetings of Com-
monwealth Heads of Government (CHOGM). 

WE NEED YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS! 
From time to time we need to contact members to let 
them know of an interesting seminar coming up, a 
book launch, a social event, a reminder of important 
meetings like the AGM, or even advice on the rare oc-
casions where we have had to cancel an event due to 
unforeseen circumstances.    
  While we usually try to advise members of coming 
events in our newsletter, this is published only four 
times a year and so it is not always possible to cover 
everything that gets included in our calendar. Invita-
tions to functions at High Commissions, book launches 
and lectures are recent examples of this. In past years 
we have done special mail-outs which is both labour-
intensive and expensive.  Now, mail deliveries have 
become very unreliable, as well as costly.  While we do 
have email addresses for many members, a recent ef-
fort to notify them by email about a recent event re-
sulted in over 20 returns due to those addresses being 
no longer valid. So, please, we would greatly appreci-
ate you either confirming your current email address or 
letting us know your new one by contacting us at 
rcsact@bigpond.com 
  We promise not to bombard you with messages. 

 
The RCS Newsletter Commonwealth News is published four times a 

year. Letters and contributions are welcome. Contact:  
Maureen Hickman, Editor, at maureen.hickman@bigpond.com 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

THE ANTHONY LOW                                           
COMMONWEALTH LECTURE 

Wednesday  29 November at 5.30 
Hedley Bull Lecture Theatre  

Cnr. Liversidge Street & Garran Road 
Australian National University 

Refreshments 
INQUIRIES: Dr Hugh Craft, Tel. 048 275670 

 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Sunday 10 December,  3-5pm 
72 Arthur Circle, Forrest 

RSVP email: rcsact@bigpond.com                                       
or tel. 6286 2121                                                               

by Thursday 7 December 

In the spirit of Christmas, please bring a tin of food or 
gift for the Salvo’s Christmas Appeal. 

 
2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The RCS ACT Branch AGM will be held in February 
2018. Further details will be published in the 

Summer issue of our newsletter in January 2018. 

VALETE 

Mrs Mavis Hall and Mrs Rita Dodson 
The President and Council of the RCS ACT Branch ex-
tend their sympathy to the families and friends of Mrs 
Mavis Hall, who died in July, and Mrs Rita Dodson, 
who died in August.  Both were well-known and valued 
members of the RCS Branch and will be greatly missed.  
Air Vice-Marshall Desmond Hall, Mavis Hall’s husband, 
who died in April this year, also had a long association 
with the Australia-Britain Society where he served for 
many years as President.  Dr Richard Dodson, Rita’s 
Dodson’s husband, is an Honorary Life Member of the 
RCS ACT Branch and a former  Branch President. 

NEW MEMBER 
The RCS ACT Branch extends a warm welcome to new 

member Dr Derek Drinkwater. 


