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I have much pleasure in presenting the report on behalf of your Council for 2014. 
 

The Council met for nine formal meetings and several informal meetings 
during the year. Members of the Council all took on specific responsibilities.  
 

1. Maj. Gen. Anton Muttukumaru Memorial Cricket Trophy: After a gap of 14 
years RCS Council Members, DFAT cricketers and His Excellency Admiral 
Thisara Samarasinghe, High Commissioner for Sri Lanka revived the High 
Commissions versus DFAT annual cricket match on Sunday 23rd February 
2014 at the Reid Oval, Canberra. RCS coordinates the annual match and pays 
the ground fees. Funds raised are forwarded to a nominated charity. Any 
funds raised in 2015 will be forwarded to the Sierra Leone Ebola Crisis 
through CARE Australia. 

 
2. Annual Commonwealth Day Celebration. For the 7th time, the Celebration 

was held at the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture, Barton on 
Monday 10 March. The event is hosted annually by the Commonwealth Day 
Celebrations Committee consisting of the Royal Commonwealth Society, the 
Commonwealth Round Table in Australia and the Australian Centre for 
Christianity and Culture. Attended by some 200 guests or more, the program 
consists of multi-faith presentations by local leaders of world religions and 
cultural presentations by community groups. Her Majesty the Queen’s and 
the Honourable Prime Minister’s messages were read by invited guests. 

 
3. The 2014 Commonwealth Dinner was held at University House on Thursday 

13 March. Seven Life Memberships were presented for exceptional service to 
the Society.  

 
4. Patron: RCS ACT - We are greatly honoured that His Excellency General the 

Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) Governor General of Australia 
accepted our request to be the Patron of the Royal Commonwealth Society of 
the ACT. His Excellency and Lady Lynne Cosgrove have shown a keen 
interest in the activities of the Society and attended the Queen’s Birthday 
dinner in June 2014. 

 
5. RCS Seasonal Lunches: Three well attended lunches took place during the 

year: 
 
Autumn Lunch– Canberra Yacht Club.  



 
Winter Lunch– Rama’s Fiji Indian Restaurant. 
 
Spring Lunch– Canberra Yacht Club. 
 

6. Queen’s Birthday Dinner: Our Patron His Excellency the Governor General 
Sir Peter Cosgrove and Lady Lynne Cosgrove were the Chief Guests at the 
dinner in honour of Her Majesty the Queen’s Birthday on Thursday 12 June 
2014 at the Commonwealth Club Canberra. The function was jointly 
organised by the Australia Britain Society and the Royal Commonwealth 
Society and attended by 115 persons consisting members of both associations 
and the Diplomatic Community. His Excellency’s speech highlighted the 
importance of Youth related activities in the Society. 

  
7. The RCS ACT Schools Public Speaking Competition was held in the Music 

Centre of the Wesley Uniting Church on Tuesday 13 May 2014. The theme 
and the topic were: ”The Commonwealth can be seen as a team of Nations 
that support each other even though they have very different cultures and 
needs. Working together as a team, the Commonwealth Nations find 
strength in unity. Discuss.” There were two levels of the competition 
comprising the Junior Section for school Years 7 to 10 and the Senior Section 
for Years 11 and 12. The prizes included a trophy and a cash prize of $200 for 
the Junior Section and $300 for the Senior Section. The original trophy was 
donated by RCS Member the Late Mr Joseph Deering-O’Neil. 

 
8. The Commonwealth Round Table (CRTA) in collaboration with the Institute 

of Commonwealth Studies, University of London convened a seminar at the 
Crawford School, ANU on “The Heartbeat of the Modern Commonwealth? “ 
on Monday 24 March 2014.  Visiting Senior Research Fellow at the Institute, 
Dr Sue Onslow, was conducting a Commonwealth-wide consultation on how 
the Secretariat has evolved since its foundation in 1965. The aim of the 
seminar was to assess the changing role of the modern Commonwealth as an 
international organisation and its effectiveness as a diplomatic actor. In 
addition, Dr Onslow  spoke at the Australian Institute of International Affairs 
(AIIA) on Wednesday 26 March at 6 00pm on the subject of Margaret 
Thatcher's International Legacy. Both events were well attended. 

  
9. Commonwealth High Commissions: Nine out of the twenty-three High 

Commissions in the ACT were visited by members of the Council and 
advised about RCS activities and invited to RCS events and functions. It is 
gratifying that several High Commissions have become corporate members.  
All Commonwealth High Commissioners are Honorary Vice Presidents of the 
RCS ACT. Members of the RCS Council have been invited to special functions 
at High Commissions.  

10. RCS Website: The RCS ACT website is now complete and available for 
general use. The user friendly website will be continuously updated and 
provide information pertaining to the Royal Commonwealth Society in 
London.   RCS ACT Website address is:  



http:/commonwealthfriends.org.au/   
11. CommonYouth: Recently established, CommonYouth Australia is a non 

profit organisation with a handful of members who feel that the organisation 
might give Australian youth the opportunity to turn their attention to the 
numerous and diverse projects that the Commonwealth pursues on a daily 
basis around the world. They are more connected technologically through 
Facebook, Twitter and other social media outlets. Their intention is to link up 
with some of the older networks such as the oldest network in the world: the 
Commonwealth. In keeping with the strong suggestion by our Patron, 
Governor General Sir Peter Cosgrove at last year’s Queen’s Birthday Dinner 
and the expanded theme for the Commonwealth Day 2015 “Youth and the 
Commonwealth: Enduring Values, New Ideas", your Council is encouraging 
its younger members to work with Common Youth towards programs 
encouraging youth leadership in the Commonwealth. An invitation has been 
extended to Ms Holly Ransom, the Australian Y20 leader, to attend and speak 
at the Commonwealth Day Celebration on 9 March. 

12. Federation of RCS Branches in Australia: In May 2014, RCS Victoria invited 
RCS branches in Australia to meet in Melbourne to discuss common issues 
and consider forming a loose national federation of branches. The idea has 
gained considerable momentum. Victoria and the ACT are working together 
towards a possible gathering in April or May 2015. The RCS Pacific Regional 
Coordinator based in Wellington New Zealand has supported the initiative. 

13. Commonwealth News: I am very proud to say that RCS ACT produces one 
of the best newsletters in the Commonwealth. Called the Commonwealth 
News, the quarterly issues were published on time every time and very well 
received by its wide readership. Copies of the Commonwealth News are sent 
to all members and RCS Branches. On line copies are also available.  

14. RCS Constitution: Many changes have taken place in the role of the RCS 
globally as well as locally. The RCS ACT Constitution was adopted in 1998. 
The Council has decided to revise the Constitution to allow it to register as a 
charitable institution.  Donations by members to the RCS for forwarding to 
charities will then be tax deductible for members. Work has begun on the 
Constitution and suggestions will be put to the membership during 2015.  

15. Ebola – Sierra Leone – CARE Australia: The Council decided to raise funds 
for the Ebola Crisis in fellow Commonwealth country Sierra Leone. A 
generous contribution of $2000 by the Northern Tasmanian RCS was added 
to the ACT donation and sent to CARE Australia in December 2014.  A 
fundraising function for this project will be held during 2015. 
 

16. Christmas Function: The Council held its annual Christmas gathering at the 
President’s residence in early December 2014.  

17. Membership: There has been an increase in personal and corporate 
membership this business year. The Council appreciates the donations that 
accompanied the renewals of membership. Details are included in the 
Treasurer’s Report. 

18. Finance: The Council is happy to advise that funds received from 
membership subscriptions, donations and bequests have helped us pay our 
insurance premiums and improve our overall financial position. In 2006 this 



Branch was floundering in terms of funding and membership and we were 
positioning ourselves towards dissolution. Fortunately we are more viable 
now thanks to a membership that has been supportive and generous. A 
detailed audited financial report is being presented by the Treasurer to all 
members.   

19. Phyllis Montgomerie Commonwealth Award: I have used my President's 
privilege to mention our flagship project at the end. Members are aware that 
in June 2012 the RCS ACT became the beneficiary of the Phyllis Montgomerie 
Bequest when it received the bulk of the funding followed by the final 
amount in February 2013. Your Council decided, in keeping with the spirit of 
the will, to make an award of up to $5000 to an ACT resident towards a 
project “to further its (the RCS) objectives and be used in education and 
research”. Applications were called for the Award in November 2014. Some 
71 enquiries and 23 applications were received. A selection panel met in 
December 2014 and January 2015 and were unanimous in their choice of Ms 
Claudia Benham as the inaugural winner of the RCS Phyllis Montgomerie 
Commonwealth Award. Ms Benham is a PhD student at the Australian 
National University’s Fenner School of the Environment. Her doctoral 
research is an interdisciplinary study which examines the impact of gas 
development on local communities and the environment in coastal zones of 
Australia and the Pacific. Ms Claudia Benham will use her $5000 grant to 
expand her research into the Northern Territory and Papua New Guinea. The 
Council is honoured to administer this bequest by Mrs Phyllis Montgomerie 
OAM, a former President of the RCS of the ACT and a Life Member. Phyllis 
Montgomerie passed away in 2011.  
The presentation of the Award will be made at the Commonwealth Dinner on 
Thursday 12 March at the Commonwealth Club.  
Conclusion: It is gratifying that the Society is gradually getting back to its 
feet. There is still much more work to be done and the priorities have not 
really changed. We need more members especially from the younger 
generation to share the knowledge and experiences of our current mature 
membership and to introduce new ideas. 
We also need to restyle the RCS to operate in a rapidly changing environment 
and international climate. We may be the oldest Commonwealth NGO but 
the challenges need to be constantly reviewed in order to uphold their 
currency. There are nine branches of the RCS in Australia and the more we 
share our common vision the better our impact will be in the communities in 
which we live and serve. In speaking to my fellow Presidents in other states I 
get the impression that we are all looking for common instrumentalities in 
Australia like shared websites, common projects like the annual 
Commonwealth Essay Competition and a common platform where we could 
once in a while meet and share successes and commonalities. 
I am certain that our colleagues in other States like us have overcome the grief 
of RCS London, the sale of assets and look forward to the promulgation of 
newer ideas and more forward looking CHOGMs.   
I believe that the size of RCS membership here at home and elsewhere is not 
proportionate to resident populations. Perhaps our outreach programs need 
to be examined to portray our objectives more clearly.  



In the ACT, our strongest allies are the 23 Commonwealth High 
Commissions. Our visits to their Chanceries show the intense interest High 
Commissioners take in our activities and cite areas and opportunities we 
could work together. We have so much in common, our past, our systems of 
government, our sports and our language. 
The continued collaboration with the CRTA (Commonwealth Round Table of 
Australia) and the CDCC (Commonwealth Day Celebration Committee) open 
avenues and emphasise the importance to be outward looking, learning and 
be more involved with youth. Perhaps the answer is in a stronger “Friends of 
the Commonwealth" association. 
Finally, towards the end of November this year, we will see a major change at 
the Commonwealth Secretariat when the current Secretary General Kamalesh 
Sharma retires and a new SG is appointed. The 2015 CHOGM will be held in 
Malta this year from 27 to 29 November where it is believed that there are 
several contenders for the position.  
I would like to thank all members and Council Members who have given 
their time, effort and personal expense to serve the RCS ACT. A special thank 
you goes to spouses and family members for their support in a number of 
ways.  
The ACT Government has provided grants to fund Commonwealth Day 
Celebrations and the ACT Schools Public Speaking Competition and we are 
glad they appreciate our work and support us. 

Thank you. 
Kantilal Jinna 
President 


