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I	have	much	pleasure	in	presenting	the	report	for	the	year	2015	on	behalf	of	your	Council.	

The	Council	met	for	seven	formal	meetings	and	several	informal	meetings	during	the	year.	Members	
of	the	Council	took	on	specific	responsibilities	in	the	conduct	of	Branch	activities.	(See	Appendix).	

Maj.	Gen.	Anton	Muttukumaru	Memorial		Cricket	Trophy:		

The	 third	 match	 of	 the	 revived	 Competition	 was	 held	 at	 the	 Reid	 Oval	 on	 Sunday	 22nd	 February	
between	the	Commonwealth	High	Commissions	and	DFAT	and	won	by	one	run	 in	 the	 last	over	by	
DFAT.	 The	 trophy	 was	 presented	 to	 the	 winning	 team	 jointly	 by	 His	 Excellency	 Admiral	 Thisara	
Samarasinghe	 and	 the	 Secretary	 of	 Foreign	 Affairs	 Mr	 Peter	 Varghese.	 $640	 was	 raised	 and	
forwarded	 to	 the	 Sierra	 Leone	 Ebola	 Crisis	 through	 CAREAustralia.	 RCS	 coordinates	 the	 match	
logistics	and	pays	for	the	ground	fees.	

Commonwealth	Day	Celebration:	

The	8th	Commonwealth	Day	Celebration	organised	jointly	by	the	Royal	Commonwealth	Society,	The	
Commonwealth	Round	Table	in	Australia	and	the	Australian	Centre	for	Christianity	and	Culture	was	
held	 at	 the	 ACC&C	 on	Monday	 9th	March	 2015	 and	 attended	 by	 over	 220	 guests.	 His	 Excellency	
General	the	Honourable	Sir	Peter	Cosgrove	AK	MC	(Retd)	Governor	General	and	Her	Excellency	Lady	
Lynne	Cosgrove	graced	the	occasion	and	His	Excellency	read	Her	Majesty	the	Queen’s	Message.	The	
theme	for	2015	was	“A	Young	Commonwealth”.	To	progress	the	theme	Ms	Holly	Ransom	was	invited	
to	speak	at	 the	celebration.	Holly	Ransom	is	CEO	of	Emergent	Solutions,	a	company	specialising	 in	
high	 performance	 intergenerational	 engagement	 and	 leadership.	 In	 2014,	 she	 led	 the	 G20	 Youth	
Summit,	 which	 became	 the	 first	 Youth	 Summit	 in	 G20	 history	 to	 influence	 the	 world	 leader's	
declaration.		

The	program	consisted	of	multi-faith	presentations	by	 local	 leaders	of	world	 religions	and	cultural	
presentations	by	community	groups.	

Commonwealth	Week	Commonwealth	Round	Table		of	Australia	Seminar:	

A	presentation	by	Jenny	Hayward-Jones,	Director,	the	Meyer	Foundation	Melanesian	Program,	Lowy	
Institute	for	International	Policy	titled	“Post-Election	Fiji	and	its	place	in	the	world”	was	organised	by	
the	Commonwealth	Round	Table	Association	on	Thursday	12	March	2015	at	the	Australian	Institute	
of	 International	Affairs	Centre.	The	 lunchtime	seminar	was	Chaired	by	Dr	Hugh	Craft	and	very	well	
attended.	

The	2015	Commonwealth	Dinner:		



The	Commonwealth	Dinner	was	held	at	the	Commonwealth	Club,	Yarralumla	on	Thursday	12	March	
2015.	The	Guests	of	Honour	were	Rear-Admiral	Ken	Doolan	AO	RAN	(Retd)	and	Mrs	Elaine	Doolan.	
Rear	–Admiral	Ken	Doolan	who	is	the	National	President	of	the	RSL	and	Chairman	of	the	Council	of	
the	Australian	War	Memorial	spoke	on	“The	Commonwealth	and	World	War	1”.	

Following	the	speech	the	Phyllis	Montgomerie	Commonwealth	Award	winner	Canberra	resident	Ms	
Claudia	 Benham	a	 PhD	 aspirant	 at	 the	Australian	National	University	was	 presented	 a	 cheque	 for	
$5000.00	on	behalf	of	the	RCS.		

Seasonal	Lunches:		

Autumn	lunch	–	Royal	Canberra	Yacht	Club	

Winter	lunch	–	Rama’s	Fiji	Indian	Restaurant	

Spring	lunch	–	Federal	Golf	Club	–	Held	in	association	with	the	Australia	Britain	Society	
Her	Majesty	the	Queen’s	Birthday	Dinner:	

The	Society	was	privileged	 to	have	Her	Excellency	 the	High	Commissioner	 for	 the	United	Kingdom	
Mrs	 Menna	 Rawlings	 CMG	 and	 her	 husband	 Mr	 Mark	 Rawlings	 as	 Chief	 Guests	 at	 The	 Queen’s	
Birthday	 Dinner	 held	 at	 the	 Commonwealth	 Club	 on	 Thursday	 11	 June	 at	 7.30pm.	 Her	 Excellency	
spoke	on	“The	800th	Anniversary	of	Magna	Carta	and	the	Global	Heritage	of	Democracy	and	the	Rule	
of	Law”.	The	Dinner	was	jointly	organised	with	the	Australia	Britain	Society	and	very	well	attended.	

RCS	ACT	Schools	Public	Speaking	Competition:		

The	 Public	 Speaking	 Competition	was	 held	 at	 the	Music	 Centre	 of	 the	Wesley	 Uniting	 Church	 on	
Tuesday	12	May	2015.	It	was	supported	strongly	by	the	Canberra	Girls	Grammar	School.	The	Topic	
was	“How	can	Youth	fulfil	its	potential	to	become	the	Commonwealth’s	greatest	assets”.	The	CGGS	
won	both	cash	prizes	-	Junior	($200)	and	Senior	($300).	

Meeting	of	the	RCS	Branches	in	Australia:	

A	 revived	 National	 meeting	 of	 RCS	 branches	 (the	 first	 since	 1990)	 was	 held	 in	 Melbourne	 on	
Saturday	30	May	and	Sunday	31	May	2015,	hosted	by	RCS	Victoria	under	the	Chairmanship	of	State	
President	Lloyd	Byrne.	Seven	of	the	nine	branches	were	represented	by	12	Presidents	and	delegates	
of	whom	two	were	Lady	Presidents	representing	South	Australia	and	Northern	Tasmania.	Southern	
Tasmania	was	represented	by	Northern	Tasmania	and	the	other	Branch	that	sent	apologies	was	the	
Northern	 Territory.	 Substantial	 discussions	 took	 place	 on	 a	 variety	 of	 issues	 both	 local	 and	
international.	 Fellows	 discussed	 ageing	 and	 declining	 membership,	 youth	 involvement,	 upgrading	
communication	within	and	with	other	kindred	organisations	and	with	RCS	London,	 introduction	of	
challenging	and	community	interest	projects,	and	working	with	state	and	federal	instrumentalities	to	
generate	partnerships	 and	 funding	opportunities.	 	 It	was	 agreed	 to	have	 the	next	meeting	of	RCS	
Australian	Branches	in	Canberra	in	April	2016	followed	by	another	in	2018	in	Queensland	to	coincide	
with	the	Commonwealth	Games.	The	meeting	was	considered	a	success	and	important	to	continue	
in	future.	

	Commonwealth	High	Commissions:	



In	2015	the	Society	and	the	23	Commonwealth	High	Commissions	had	several	projects	in	which	we	
worked	 together.	 Your	 President	 and	 Council	 members	 have	 visited	 and	 were	 invited	 to	 attend	
National	Day	functions	and	briefings	at	several	High	Commissions.	The	Youth	membership	organised	
an	 RCS	 information	 stall	 and	 recruited	 new	members	 at	 the	Windows	 of	 the	World	 exhibition	 at	
Westminster	House,	 the	 residence	of	 the	British	High	Commissioner	 during	 Floriade.	 Your	 Council	
worked	 with	 the	 Fiji	 and	 the	Malta	 High	 Commissions	 to	 organise	 a	 Pre-CHOGM	 three	 day	 Arts,	
Artefacts	and	Crafts	Exhibition	hosted	at	the	Fiji	High	Commission.	High	Commissioners	HE	Charles	
Muscat	of	Malta	and	HE	Yogesh	Punja	of	Fiji	and	your	President	 jointly	opened	the	Exhibition.	The	
organisers	 were	 happy	 with	 the	 attendances	 to	 visit	 exhibits	 provided	 by	 several	 Chanceries	
including	PNG,	Malta,	Fiji,	Tonga,	Canada	and	New	Zealand.		

Other	significant	activities	with	High	Commissions	were	the	cricket	match	between	Commonwealth	
and	DFAT,	the	Model	Youth	CHOGM	Conference	held	at	the	Museum	of	Australian	democracy	(The	
Old	 Parliament	 House)	 and	 the	 resulting	 Communiqué	 forwarded	 to	 the	 Malta	 CHOGM	 and	 the	
brilliant	speech	by	the	Kenyan	High	Commissioner	at	the	Winter	Lunch.	We	are	encouraged	that	as	
Honorary	Vice	Presidents	of	the	RCS,	High	Commissioners	in	Canberra	have	expressed	a	willingness	
to	speak	at	State	and	Territory	RCS	Branches	when	they	are	on	tour.	High	Commissions	are	able	to	
join	the	RCS	ACT	as	Corporate	Members	at	an	annual	subscription	of	$50.	

RCS	ACT	Website:	

The	Branch	website	http:/commonwealthfriends.org.au/	 continued	to	attract	hits	 from	 interested	
members	 of	 the	 public.	 There	 is	 still	 greater	 effort	 required	 to	 update	 inputs	 from	 local	 and	
international	 (Royal	 Commonwealth	 Society	 in	 London	 and	 other	 regions	 such	 as	 Africa,	 Asia,	
Caribbean	and	Australia	and	the	Pacific).	The	Branch	Youth	membership	has	suggested	working	on	
making	RCS	communication	sounder,	user	social	media	friendly.	

	

Commonwealth	News:	

Four	seasonal	RCS	ACT	newsletters	“Commonwealth	News”	were	published	during	2015.	They	kept	
members	informed	of	what	had	happened	and	about	to	happen	in	the	Branch	and	about	key	issues	
concerning	 the	 Commonwealth.	 The	 circulation	 list	 is	 quite	 broad	 as	 it	 is	 sent	 to	 quite	 a	 few	non	
members	who	enjoy	reading	it.		

Youth	membership	and	activities	and	the	Model	Youth	CHOGM:	

The	 efforts	 of	 Councillors	 and	 our	 association	 with	 CommonYouth	 resulted	 in	 the	 recruitment	 of	
several	university	 students	as	members	of	 the	Branch.	Collaboratively	CommonYouth	and	 the	RCS	
worked	 to	 organise	 the	Model	 Youth	 CHOGM	held	 at	 the	Museum	 of	 Australian	 Democracy	 (Old	
Parliament	House)	at	which	some	54	University	students	took	part	all	day	on	8	August	2015.	The	RCS	
ACT	Branch	covered	all	expenses.	The	student	delegates	were	made	to	take	on	the	role	of	one	of	the	
Heads	 of	 Government	 or	 Foreign	Minister	 of	 the	 53	 Commonwealth	 countries	 and	 discuss	 issues	
concerning	 the	 Commonwealth	 and	 formulate	 recommendations	 for	 CHOGM	2015.	 The	 Canberra	
Model	CHOGM	2015	was	titled	“Youth	Empowerment	in	the	Parliament	House”.	It	 is	reported	that	
there	were	six	young	Australians	who	participated	in	the	Malta	CHOGM.	



The	final	communiqué	agreed	at	the	proceedings	of	the	Model	Youth	CHOGM	2015	was	presented	
to	His	Excellency	the	High	Commissioner	for	Malta	Mr	Charles	Muscat	at	a	Morning	Tea	at	the	Malta	
High	Commission	Chancery	on	4	November	2015.	The	communiqué	was	forwarded	by	His	Excellency	
to	Prime	Minister,	the	Hon	Joseph	Muscat	who	led	the	Commonwealth	Heads	of	Government	when	
they	 met	 in	 Malta	 from	 27-29	 November	 2015.	 The	 High	 Commissioner	 acknowledged	 with	
admiration	 the	 students’	 interest	 in	 the	 Commonwealth.	 	 	 He	 also	 encouraged	 them	 to	 continue	
working	towards	a	better	future	for	the	Commonwealth.	A	copy	of	the	Communiqué	was	forwarded	
to	the	Prime	Minister	of	Australia	Mr	Malcolm	Turnbull.		

The	 Youth	members	 participated	 in	 briefing	meetings	 at	High	 Commissions,	 seasonal	 lunches	 and	
Branch	activities	and	are	a	partnering	asset	 in	streamlining	the	branch	communication	system	and	
organising	the	forthcoming	RCS	Branches	meeting	in	April	2016.		

Charity	and	donations:	

Members	 will	 see	 from	 the	 financial	 reports	 administrative	 costs	 have	 continued	 to	 rise	 and	 the	
Branch	more	and	more	dependent	on	 subscriptions	and	donations.	 The	ACT	Government	Grant	 is	
spent	 on	 the	 Commonwealth	 Day	 Celebrations	 and	 the	 Inter	 Secondary	 Schools	 Public	 Speaking	
Competition.	 The	 interest	 received	 from	 the	 Phyllis	 Montgomerie	 Bequest	 is	 spent	 on	 the	
Commonwealth	 Award	 of	 $5000	 each	 year.	 Your	 generosity	 to	 assist	would	 be	 appreciated.	 Your	
Branch	has	raised	a	substantial	amount	exceeding	$3,000	for	the	Sierra	Leone	Ebola	Crisis	through	
CAREAustralia;	 raised	 from	an	 input	 from	the	RCS	Northern	Tasmanian	branch,	proceeds	 from	the	
Commonwealth	versus	DFAT	Cricket	match,	RCS	ACT	funds	and	a	small	bequest	by	a	former	member	
of	the	society.	It	is	expected	that	the	proceeds	from	the	2016	cricket	match	will	go	to	a	charity	in	a	
Commonwealth	country.	Members	are	advised	that	the	Council	is	considering	registration	under	the	
Charitable	 Trust	 and	 applying	 for	 tax	 exemption	 status	 for	 donations.	 The	 Royal	 Commonwealth	
Society	 in	 London	 is	 a	 registered	 charity	 in	 England	 and	 Wales	 (226748),	 incorporated	 by	 Royal	
Charter.	

RCS	members	 donated	 generously	 at	 the	 Christmas	 event	 to	 the	 666	ABS	 2015	 Christmas	 Appeal	
which	went	to	Marymead.	

Phyllis	Montgomerie	Commonwealth	Award:	

In	June	2012,	The	RCS	ACT	became	the	beneficiary	of	the	Phyllis	Montgomerie	Bequest.	The	Council	
decided,	in	keeping	with	the	spirit	of	the	will,	to	make	an	award	of	up	to	$5000	to	an	ACT	resident	
towards	a	project	“to	further	it’s	(the	RCS)	objectives	and	be	used	in	education	and	research”.	The	
inaugural	 (2015)	winner	of	 the	Award	was	Ms	Claudia	Benham,	a	PhD	student	at	 the	ANU	Fenner	
School	of	the	Environment.		
The	 Panel	 of	 Judges	 has	 decided	 to	 present	 the	 2016	 Award	 to	 Mr	 Stephen	 Fairweather	 who	 is	
attached	 to	 the	Division	 of	 Biochemistry	&	 Biomedical	 Science,	 Research	 School	 of	 Biology	 at	 the	
ANU.	He	expects	to	complete	his	PhD	in	early	2016.	His	project	proposes	using	a	novel	approach	for	
the	development	of	new	drugs	to	combat	the	parasites	that	cause	malaria,	toxoplasmosis,	tick	fever	
and	numerous	other	human	and	animal	pathogens	that	have	a	devastating	effect	on	human	health	
and	major	livestock	industries	of	many	developing	economies.	The	Award	would	be	used	for	a	start-
up	project	 in	which	the	applicant	would	be	trained	in	techniques	to	isolate	and	purify	novel	amino	
acid	transporters	identified	as	essential	for	parasite	survival.	Funds	would	also	buy	some	necessary	
equipment.	



The	presentation	of	the	Award	will	be	made	at	the	Commonwealth	Dinner	which	will	be	held	at	the	
Commonwealth	Club	on	Thursday	17	March.		
Phyllis	Montgomerie	 OAM	was	 President	 of	 the	 RCS	 ACT	 for	 two	 terms	 (1993-1995)	 and	 (2002	 -
2004)	and	a	Life	member.	She	passed	away	in	2011.	
	

Visitors	to	RCS	ACT:	
	

Mr	 Terry	 Spiro,	 President	 of	 the	 RCS	 Western	 Australia	 visited	 Canberra	 and	 met	 with	 the	 ACT	
Branch	 President	 and	 Councilors	 on	 Thursday	 26	 March	 2015.	 The	 discussion	 centred	 on	 the	
activities	of	both	branches	and	 issues	relevant	 to	all	RCS	Branches.	Both	Branches	agreed	that	 the	
initiative	of	RCS	Victoria	to	have	a	meeting	of	all	Australian	RCS	Branches	should	be	fully	supported	
and	items	for	inclusion	in	the	agenda	should	be	forwarded	forthwith.	

Sir	Anand	Satyanand	Chairman	of	the	Commonwealth	Foundation	gave	an	address	at	the	Australian	
Institute	of	International	Affairs	on	“The	Commonwealth	at	an	Important	Crossroad”	during	a	visit	to	
Canberra	on	his	way	to	CHOGM	on	Wednesday	11	November	2015.	The	Talk	was	sponsored	jointly	
by	the	RCS	ACT,	AIIA	and	the	CRTA.	Sir	Anand	is	a	former	criminal	court	judge,	and	Ombudsman,	the	
former	Governor	General	of	New	Zealand	and	a	member	of	 the	Advisory	Council	 of	 Transparency	
International.	The	Commonwealth	Foundation	known	as	the	“People’s	Foundation”	is	a	civil	society	
organisation	established	by	CHOGM	in	1966.	

Mr	 Amjad	 Saleem	 is	 the	 Country	 Director	 for	 International	 Alert.	 He	 visited	 Canberra	 on	 13	
December	 and	 met	 with	 RCS	 representatives.	 Mr	 Saleem	 is	 working	 on	 Diaspora	 dialogues	 with	
particular	 reference	 to	 Sri	 Lanka.	 Mr	 Saleem	 proposes	 to	 conduct	 a	 seminar	 for	 interested	
organisations	and	persons	in	Canberra	during	2016.		

		
Finance	and	Membership:	

	
The	Council	is	happy	to	present	its	Financial	Report	together	with	the	Annual	report.		
The	 finances	 show	 greater	 expense	 in	 the	 administrative	 and	 insurance	 costs	 in	 running	 the	
organisation.	 We	 are	 grateful	 for	 members	 who	 have	 renewed	 their	 membership	 and	 sent	 in	
donations.	There	has	been	a	slight	increase	in	our	corporate,	general	and	youth	membership.	This	is	
pleasing	to	note.	
	

Presidents	Christmas	function:	
			

The	end	of	 the	 year	 get	 together	 and	 a	Christmas	 lunch	was	hosted	by	Kantilal	 and	 Jyoti	 Jinna	 at	
their	home	on	Sunday	6	December	2015.		The	response	from	the	membership	was	very	good	and	a	
substantial	 gift	 package	 was	 passed	 on	 to	 the	 666	 ABC	 Canberra	 Giving	 Tree.	 The	 2015	 Appeal	
collected	 for	 Marymead,	 a	 locally	 based	 charity	 which	 has	 given	 tirelessly	 to	 the	 Canberra	
community	for	some	50	years	working	in	particular	with	disadvantaged	families	and	young	people.	

	

Conclusion	

The	 formation	 of	 the	 ACT	 Branch	 of	 the	 Royal	 Commonwealth	 Society	 was	 approved	 by	 the	
Executive	of	the	Society	in	London,	England	on	8th	October	1958.	We	will	be	celebrating	the	Society’s	
60th	birthday	in	2018.	During	this	period,	we	have	witnessed	many	historical	changes	and	I	hope	we	
can	document	these	so	that	we	may	share	them	at	our	birthday	celebrations.	



2015	has	been	a	significant	year	in	many	ways:	

We	celebrated	Magna	Carta’s	800th	 year	 in	our	Branch,	 in	Canberra	and	 throughout	 the	world	 for	
what	it	signifies	and	we	proudly	uphold;	

We	celebrated	the	occasion	of	Her	Majesty	Queen	Elizabeth	II	becoming	the	longest	reigning	British	
Monarch	on	10	September;	

We	thank	our	Patron	His	Excellency	the	Governor	Sir	Peter	Cosgrove	and	Lady	Lynne	Cosgrove	 for	
the	continual	support	of	RCS	ACT	activities;		

We	 congratulate	 the	 newly	 elected	 Commonwealth	 Secretary-General	 Baroness	 Patricia	 Scotland	
and	 thank	 outgoing	 Secretary	 General	 Mr	 Kamalesh	 Sharma	 for	 his	 services.	 The	 new	 Secretary-
General	was	selected	at	the	24th	biennial	CHOGM	in	Malta.	Baroness	Scotland	was	born	in	Dominica	
and	after	being	called	to	the	Bar	and	later	appointed	as	Queen’s	Counsel	received	her	life	peerage	as	
Baroness	Scotland	of	Asthal	in	1997.	Baroness	Scotland	is	the	6th	Secretary-General	and	first	woman	
to	take	up	this	post.	The	next	CHOGM	will	be	held	in	London	in	2018.	

We	 celebrate	 the	 revival	 of	 the	 Australian	 Branches	 of	 the	 RCS	 Conference	 and	 support	 of	 RCS	
Victoria;	

We	 thank	RCS	Headquarters	 in	 London	 for	 their	 continual	 support	and	decision	 to	 send	Ms	Helen	
Jones	 to	 the	Meeting	of	Australian	Branches	 in	Canberra	and	 the	pre-Meeting	National	RCS	Youth	
Seminar	in	April	2016;			

We	thank	the	Friends	of	the	Commonwealth,	the	Commonwealth	Round	Table	of	Australia	(CRTA),	
and	 the	 Commonwealth	 Day	 Celebration	 Committee	 (CDCC)	 for	 their	 collaborative	 effort	 and	
support;	

We	 thank	 our	 Honorary	 Vice	 Presidents	 the	 High	 Commissioners	 in	 Canberra	 for	 their	 continual	
support;		

We	congratulate	our	Past	President,	IPP	and	Vice	President	Dr	Hugh	Craft	on	his	receipt	of	the	Medal	
(OAM)	 of	 the	 Order	 of	 Australia	 for	 service	 to	 public	 administration,	 and	 to	 the	 community,	
particularly	in	relation	to	the	Commonwealth	of	Nations.	Dr	Hugh	Craft	and	his	wife	Lyn	have	been	a	
continuous	source	of	advice	and	support	in	the	activities	of	RCS	ACT;	

We	thank	the	ACT	Government	for	funding	grants	for	the	Commonwealth	Day	Celebration,	providing	
flagpoles	and	flags	of	Commonwealth	countries	and	with	the	annual	ACT	Secondary	Schools	Public	
Speaking	Competition.	

We	thank	the	members	of	the	Council,	Life	members,	Past	Presidents	and	members	the	RCS	Branch	
for	their	continual	support.	

Thank	you	

Kantilal	Jinna	MoF	JP	

President	



2nd	February	2016	


