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DEMOCRACY IS OUR BEST HOPE IN FACING GLOBAL CHALLENGES 

Ms Frances Adamson, Secretary of the 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 

was guest speaker at the Queen’s Birth-

day Dinner in June.  Ms Adamson is seen 

here with (l to r) the President of the 

Royal Commonwealth Society ACT 

Branch, Colin Milner, the Treasurer of   

the Australia-Britain Society, Steve Davis, 

and the President of the Society, Bob Nat-

tey. The dinner, at the Commonwealth 

Club, was co-hosted by the two societies 

and attended by four Commonwealth 

High Commissioners— from Britain, India,   

Canada and Kenya. 

growing nationalism in many political systems, and the 

continuing effects of the global economic crisis, includ-

ing higher than usual unemployment, that have sapped 

confidence in globalisation, in traditional governing 

parties, in international structures and existing models. 

  The Commonwealth, however, as a community of 

democracies,  is a good example of ‘how attractive de-

mocracy still is’, said Ms Adamson.  

  ‘Beyond the ties of history, language and institutions, 

Commonwealth members are united through shared 

values of democracy, freedom, peace, the rule of law 

and opportunity for all.’ 

  Although member states have been suspended from 

the Commonwealth eight times, all—with the excep-

tion of Zimbabwe—have been returned to full mem-

bership following the restoration or democracy.  After 

leaving the Commonwealth in 2013, The Gambia will 

be the fourth country to return when the Common-

wealth Summit takes place in 2018. 

  In a closing reference to the strong ties between Brit-

ain and Australia, Ms Adamson  concluded: ‘I hope you 

all agree that the democracy our two countries have 

helped establish as a global norm is imperfect, and 

sometimes confusing, but it offers the best hope for 

peaceful, prosperous solutions to the global challenges 

of our day’.            (See DFAT website for full transcript) 

Democracy may be ‘messy, imperfect, mistake-prone 

and fragile’ but, the paradox is that disruption is built 

into the fabric of democracy, and its stability is born of 

its openness to upheaval through elections, legislation 

and social action. 

  These views, expressed by former US Secretary-of 

State, Condoleezza Rice, were quoted by Frances 

Adamson, Secretary of the Department of Foreign Af-

fairs and Trade, as she spoke of her own belief in the 

enduring strengths of democracy at a dinner to mark 

the Queen’s Birthday hosted by the Royal Common-

wealth Society and the Australia-Britain Society. 

  ‘As we look around the world in 2017, I submit de-

mocracy is in better shape than many give it credit – 

and the surprising results we’re seeing are simply the 

result of living in a world that is more complex, and 

more inter-connected than ever before,’ she said. 

  Referring to the current climate of widespread elec-

toral volatility and uncertainty in a range of global is-

sues, Ms Adamson said some of ‘the biggest unknowns’ 

for us are the future roles of both the United States 

and China, climate change, international terrorism, the 

ability of the global community to work together on 

issues of common concern, development, and boosting 

economic growth through openness and reform. 

  Added to these are the 65 million refugees worldwide, 



2 

FROM THE PRESIDENT . . . 
 I am pleased to report to readers on the following 

developments since our previous newsletter.   

  Several Council members met on 26 April with the 

Global Polio Eradication Initiative delegation (made 

up of representatives from Global Citizen, UNICEF 

and WHO) during their visit to Canberra.  It was 

heartening to hear them speak in a practical and 

pragmatic way about the Commonwealth of Nations 

as a valuable forum for pursuing their objective.  A 

report by Angela Neuhaus appears in this newsletter.     

  The 2017 National Executives Meeting of RCS 

Branches (now to be called simply the National 

Meeting), hosted by the South Australian Branch un-

der the leadership of their President, Libby Ellis OAM, 

was held in Adelaide from 5 to 7 May. The meeting 

was organised very well indeed and featured a rich 

mix of substantive sessions and social occasions.  

Libby has now become Regional Coordinator, Austra-

lia while Jack Milne was appointed National Youth 

Coordinator (see page 4).  

  The Branch jointly hosted a Queen’s Birthday Dinner 

at the Commonwealth Club on the evening of 15 

June with the Australia-Britain Society.  The speaker 

on this occasion was the Secretary of the Depart-

ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Ms Frances 

Adamson.  We are most grateful to her for a wonder-

ful address, the text of which may be accessed at 

http://dfat.gov.au/news/speeches/Pages/australia-

britain-society-and-royal-commonwealth-society-

annual-dinner.aspx.  It is very pleasing to note that 

the British, Canadian, Kenyan and Indian High Com-

missioners were also in attendance.   

  I should also mention that the cricket match held on 

19 March (about which there was a report in our pre-

vious Newsletter) raised a total of $381.75 which has 

been deposited with the Carwoola Bushfire Appeal 

administered by the Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional 

Council. 

  We look forward to the RCS Winter Lunch to be held 

on Sunday, 23 July.  The speaker will be HE the High 

Commissioner for Sri Lanka.  Then on Tuesday, 15 

August will be our Public Speaking Competition at the 

Wesley Music Centre.  Please consider attending 

both Branch events!  You may also be interested in 

the Australian Institute of International Affairs event 

on 9 August (see p.4), featuring Zimbabwean Senator 

David Colthart and the launch of his book on Zim-

babwe (see notice p. 4). AIIA events are popular and 

bookings are necessary (see the AIIA website). Non-

members are asked to pay a small fee.  

                       Colin Milner 

DATE SET FOR LEADERS’ SUMMIT 
Commonwealth Heads of Government will hold their 

biennial meeting from 16 to 20 April 2018 in London 

and Windsor.  The meetings from now on will be 

known as ‘The Commonwealth Summit’.  

  A statement from the Commonwealth Secretariat in 

London said the change of name to ‘Commonwealth 

Summit’ from the ‘Commonwealth Heads of Govern-

ment Meeting’ (CHOGM) will reflect a distinction be-

tween the meeting of Heads of Government and the 

events that lead up to it. These include a People’s 

Forum, a Business Forum and a Commonwealth 

Youth Forum. 

  Malta is currently Chair-in-Office, having been host 

country for  the Commonwealth Heads of Govern-

ment Meeting in November 2015. 

CIVIL SOCIETY AND PRESS FREEDOM 
In a ranking of countries based on press freedom and 

‘open civic space’ the Commonwealth comes about 

middle, according the two recent studies by Report-

ers Without Borders and Civicus. 

  A *report on the findings was published on the RCS 

London website in May under the heading Is there 

space for Civil Society in the Commonwealth? 

  In rankings of ‘civic space’ i.e. opportunities for pub-

lic debate and freedom for civil organisations to 

work, only Malta, New Zealand, Tuvalu, Cyprus and 

Barbados are described as ‘open’; no Commonwealth 

country has ‘closed’ civic space (compared with 10 

per cent of countries worldwide). 

  Equally, no Commonwealth countries are among 

those classified as having the worst level of repres-

sion of the press; only Jamaica and New Zealand 

were found to have a ‘good’ level of press freedom. 

  A high rank for New Zealand in both  indexes sug-

gests it leads the Commonwealth ‘with a flourishing 

society and democratic culture’ the report says, im-

plying a link between press freedom and civic space.   

  Classed as ‘repressed’ in both indexes are Rwanda, 

Swaziland, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Cameroon and 

Uganda. The report notes, however, that press free-

dom has been improving in Pakistan, Rwanda and 

Swaziland, while the United Kingdom, Malta and Ma-

laysia all ‘have improvements to make  on freedom 

of the press and open space’. 

 * The report (see www.thercs.org) provides links to both 

Reporters Without Border and Civicus  as well as Common-

wealth-supported  organisations  that defend and pro-

mote human rights and the empowerment of civil society.  
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Among its myriad of images, Lagos, Nigeria with its 

teaming masses, grinding poverty and ceaseless 

frenetic activity, one never ceases to shock: it is of 

the young men with twisted and wasted limbs who 

wheel in and out between the cars on homemade 

skateboards, begging and hustling for survival. They 

are a potent reminder of the severity of disability 

that polio inflicts; of its capacity to twist and para-

lyse limbs, to cause pain, lifelong suffering and ma-

terial hardship. Hopefully they may be among the 

last to suffer its calamitous effects. 

  The Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) was 

first launched in 1988. Channelling support from a 

number of sources, notably UNICEF, WHO, Rotary 

and the Gates Foundation, it made remarkable pro-

gress. By 2011 it had managed to slash the inci-

dence of the disease by 99 per cent. But in four 

countries, however, three of them from the Com-

monwealth, (Nigeria, Pakistan and India), outbreaks 

were still being reported and there were real fears 

that their success would be short-lived. 

  Prime Minister Julia Gillard recognised the urgency 

of the problem and made polio eradication one of 

the central initiatives of the 2011 Perth CHOGM. 

She persuaded her fellow leaders to pledge over 

$100 million in new funds to the cause and it re-

mains one of the Commonwealth’s central commit-

ments. 

  In 2017, a mere handful of cases have been re-

ported. The GPEI believes the end is in sight but 

much remains to be done to ensure that the virus is 

completely eradicated.    

  In April this year, a delegation—including the 

Head of the GPEI Michael Sheldrick and representa-

tives from WHO and Global Citizen—visited Canberra 

to lobby for funds to complete the task. At a meeting 

with RCS Council members delegates expressed their 

gratitude for the support they had received from the 

Commonwealth; Council members warmly encour-

aged them to continue to maintain and strengthen 

their links with the Commonwealth and its many civil 

society organisations. 

Angela Neuhaus 

Angela Neuhaus, former Hon. Treasurer of the Commonwealth 

Nurses & Midwives Federation, has spent many years in Africa, 

including Nigeria, on postings with her husband, Matthew Neu-

haus, whose most recent post was as Ambassador to Zimbabwe. 

HOPES ARE HIGH THAT THE END 

OF POLIO MAY BE IN SIGHT 

A five-member delegation from the Global Polio Eradica-

tion Initiative led by Michael Sheldrick (front row, second 

from right) met RCS ACT Branch Council members Angela 

Neuhaus (front row) President Colin Milner (front row, 

right), former president Hugh Craft (back row, Left) and 

next to him, Youth member of Council, Holly Halford Smith. 

 SUPPORT FOR ELECTION TRAINING 
Australia has committed $1.5 million for the second 

phase of Commonwealth Election Professional Ini-

tiative which supports countries to achieve credible 

and inclusive elections through the training of 

young people to become election administrators.    

  In particular, small states  in the Caribbean and 

Pacific will benefit from this second phase of fund-

ing through an expanded program in their regions. 

  To date, nearly 100 election professionals in more 

than 40 countries have received training and pro-

fessional development to increase their under-

standing of international election standards. 

  Australia also provided funds for the first phase, 

launched in 2013, through the Commonwealth 

Electoral Network. 

RCS GEARS UP FOR 150th BIRTHDAY 

Planning is under way to mark the 150th anniversary 

of the Royal Commonwealth Society's founding on 

26 June 1868 as a ‘literary and scientific body’ dedi-

cated to what were then British colonies. It was 

granted a Royal Charter by Queen Victoria the fol-

lowing year.  RCS London would like to hear from 

branches about their ideas for marking the occasion 

throughout the year.  

  The RCS Australian Capital Territory Branch will be 

celebrating its 60th Anniversary in 2018. 
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POST-BREXIT TRADE ADVANTAGE SOUGHT 

The Commonwealth Secretary General, Patricia Scot-

land, has continued to express her  optimism about the 

future of Commonwealth/UK trade post-Brexit.  

  In a statement on 26 May, following a financial ser-

vices conference in London attended by the High Com-

missioners of Australia, Canada and India, she pointed 

out that the cost of doing business between Common-

wealth countries is, on average, 19 per cent cheaper 

than between non-member countries. This is because 

of a shared common language, common law, common 

institutions and common parliamentary structures. 

  Former UK Foreign Minister, Hugo Swire, now deputy 

chair of the Commonwealth Enterprise and Investment 

Council, observed that small and medium businesses in 

Commonwealth countries need to be better equipped 

to trade, to do business with each other, and  for the 

Commonwealth to be there to help them ‘up their 

game’ in order to compete effectively. 

 

The RCS Newsletter Commonwealth News is published four times a 

year. Letters and contributions are welcome. Contact:  

Maureen Hickman, Editor, at maureen.hickman@bigpond.com 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

RCS Winter Lunch 

Sunday 23 July, 12 noon for 12.30 

Rama’s Fiji-Indian Restaurant, Pearce. 

(see enclosed acceptance form) 

Book Launch 

Wednesday 9 August, 5.30 for 6 pm                                    

Australian Institute of International Affairs  

Stephen House, 32 Thesiger Court, Deakin  

‘Opposing Tryanny: Lessons from 50 years of      

struggle in Zimbabwe’ by David Coltart. 

(See AIIA website for acceptances) 

RCS Schools Public Speaking Competition                               

Tuesday 15 August, 7.00 pm 

Wesley Music Centre,                                                              

24 National Circuit, Forrest. 

 Supper will be provided. 

ALL WELCOME 

The South Australian Branch of the RCS organised a full 

agenda and lively social schedule when it hosted a na-

tional meeting of RCS Branches in Adelaide in May. The 

RCS ACT Branch was represented by President Colin 

Milner, past presidents Hugh Craft and Kanti Jinna, and 

Councillor Elmo Jacob. Also there were the Regional 

Coordinator for the Pacific, Darryl Stevens of RCS Wel-

lington, New Zealand, and Peter Mann from the RCS 

Hong Kong Branch.  The President of the RCS SA 

Branch, Libby Ellis—seen above with National Youth 

Coordinator Jack Milne—has since been appointed Re-

gional Coordinator for Australia by RCS London. 

VALE  Desmond Hall 

The President and Council of the RCS ACT Branch ex-

press their sympathy to the family of Air Vice-Marshal 

Desmond Hall CB CMG CBE AFC KstJ who died in April. A 

Battle of Britain flier, Desmond Hall was known for his 

warmth and generosity as well as his tireless voluntary 

work, not least for the Order of St John. He was, for 

many years, President of the Australia-Britain Society 

and, with his wife, Mavis, a valued member of the RCS 

ACT Branch. 

NEW MEMBER 

The RCS Branch welcomes new member Ms Karen Dahl. 

RCS BRANCHES NATIONAL MEETING 

  Since 2005, the share by the Commonwealth in the 

world’s gross domestic product (GDP) has increased 

and  has overtaken the share of the European Union. 

  Last word to Mr Swire: ‘If you judge a club by the 

length of the queue of those seeking membership, 

then the Commonwealth is in robust health’. 

  The London conference was followed a few days later 

by the first India-Commonwealth Small and Medium 

Enterprises trade summit in Delhi, attended by repre-

sentatives from 300 Indian firms and more than 100 

businesses from other countries. 


