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 COMMONWEALTH WEEK 

CELEBRATIONS IN CANBERRA 
The Commonwealth Week program in March this year 

reflected the reality of ‘Friends of the Commonwealth 

in Canberra’ (see below) with a program of activities 

involving all four ‘Friends’ associates, and representing  

the cultural, historical, political and celebratory aspects 

of our association and our  hopes for its future through 

the increasing involvement of young people. 

  Multi-Faith Celebration 

  On Monday 9 March, the traditional multi-faith cele-

bration was held at the Centre for Christianity and Cul-

ture in Barton in the presence of our patron, the Gov-

ernor-General, Sir Peter Cosgrove and Lady Cosgrove 

and participation by local political, religious and com-

munity leaders. 

  Performances of music and dance reflected the multi-

cultural nature of Canberra.  These included a Sri 

Lankan dance (pictured opposite), a youthful family trio 

singing an unaccompanied Samoan song, Fa’afetai I le 

Atua, the Pacific Islands Choir and the Woden Valley 

Youth Choir. 

  A highlight of the occasion was the presentation of a 

symbol with special associations for each of the nine  

the faith communities represented—Hindu, Jewish, 

Buddhist, Christian, Muslim, Sikh, Jain, Baha’i and Mor-

mon. The Christian symbol was a lighted candle, the 

Jewish was an original certificate of liberation from po-

litical imprisonment under Nazi rule in a Displaced Per-

sons Camp in Germany, issued by the US Army in 1945. 

  Inspired by the Commonwealth-wide theme for 2015 

‘A Young Commonwealth’, our special guest speaker at 

the celebration was  Ms Holly Ransom, whose own 

achievements stand as testament to the potential of 

youth:  the world’s youngest Rotary President, one of 

the 100 Most Influential Australian Women (nominated 

by the Australian Financial Review), Young Western 

Australian of the Year and Young Volunteer of the Year, 

and, in 2014, appointed by the Australian Prime Minis-

ter to Chair the G20 Youth Summit. 

  (See inside pages for more reports on events during 

Commonwealth Week.) 

OUR NEW LOOK NEWSLETTER 
With renewed emphasis  by RCS London on its branch 

relationships throughout the Commonwealth, an effort 

is being made to ensure the integrity of the RCS 

‘brand’. Subsequently, all RCS branches have received 

new guidelines aimed at achieving consistency in the 

appearance of their publications covering a range of 

printed material from newsletters to business cards. In 

place of the ribbons, we now have a coloured bar. We 

hope you like the new design and new typeface. Our 

President’s Message can now be found on p.2 

FRIENDS OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

The Friends of the Commonwealth in Canberra is an 

informal network of groups and individuals associated 

with the Royal Commonwealth Society, the Common-

wealth Round Table in Australia, the Commonwealth 

Day Celebration Committee and CommonYouth. There 

is an overlap of membership between these groups. 

See our website: commonwealthfriends.org.au for cov-

erage of past events and notices about future events, 

news,  speeches, tributes and links to other websites. 
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 FROM THE PRESIDENT  
The RCS in Canberra began the year facing a busy 

schedule and a lively program. This seems to grow 

day by day as we become more involved with youth 

activities and contact increases with Commonwealth 

High Commissions in Canberra. A number of morning 

tea briefings for RCS members and friends on current 

political and social profiles will be held at High Com-

missions over the next few months. 

  Commonwealth Week saw the combined efforts  

the RCS, the Commonwealth Day Celebration Com-

mittee and the Commonwealth Round Table in Aus-

tralia culminate in three splendid events—the Mult-

Faith Celebration on Commonwealth Day , our An-

nual Commonwealth Dinner and a packed-out semi-

nar on the future of post-election Fiji. We have been 

particularly pleased this year to welcome CommonY-

outh to our midst. We expect to hear a great deal  

from this energetic group of young people. Reports 

on all these events  are in this newsletter.  

  Our involvement with youth in 2015 includes sup-

port for ACT entrants in the Commonwealth Essay  

Competition, our annual ACT Schools Public Speaking 

Competition in May and a Model CHOGM for student 

participants at Old Parliament House in August.       

    After a long break, we are again to have a national 

meeting of representatives from RCS branches in Austra-

lia. We will meet in Melbourne at the end of May to dis-

cuss how we might work together towards the common 

goals of strengthening  the bonds of Commonwealth re-

lationships and the ideals expressed in its Charter.    

  Our membership continues to grow. We welcome four 

new members and a new Life Member,  Maureen Hick-

man. Maureen was made a Life Member at the Com-

monwealth Dinner for her outstanding services to the 

RCS,  both as Editor of our newsletter and her continued 

contribution to almost every aspect of Branch activities. 

  I conclude on a sad note in marking the recent passing 

away  of a valued supporter and Life Member of the RCS, 

Emeritus Professor Anthony Low, after a long illness.                                                                    

Kanti Jinna                  

COMMONWEALTH DINNER 
   RCS members and 

friends came together at 

the Commonwealth Club 

on Thursday 12 March 

for our annual Common-

wealth Dinner at which 

Rear Admiral Ken Doolan 

AO RAN (Retd), (pictured 

left) RSL National Presi-

dent and Chairman of the 

Australian War Memorial 

Council, spoke on The 

Commonwealth and the ANZAC Centenary.   

  A significant event at the dinner was the presenta-

tion of a cheque for $5000 to Ms Claudia Benham, an 

ANU PhD student, winner of the inaugural Phyllis 

Montgomerie Award to aid her research on the im-

pact of gas development on local communities and 

the environment in the coastal zones of Australia and 

the Pacific. Ms Benham’s supervisor, Professor Karen 

Hussey, was also a guest at the dinner. The presenta-

tion was made by the Chair of the Award Selection 

Panel, Dr Elmo Jacob. 

  For coverage of Commonwealth Week in Canberra 

(speeches, messages, photographs etc.) see 

www.commonwealthfriends.org.au 

SEMINAR ON FIJI 
Post-election Fiji and its Place in the World was the sub-

ject of a presentation by Ms Penny Hayward-Jones, a 

senior director for the Pacific at the Lowy Institute, dur-

ing Commonwealth Week. The seminar was jointly spon-

sored by the Australian Institute of International Affairs  

and the Commonwealth Round Table in Australia. 

    Ms Hayward-Jones recounted how the 2006 coup and 

subsequent sanctions imposed by Australia and New 

Zealand, suspension from the Pacific Islands Forum and 

the Commonwealth, had led Fiji to change its foreign 

policy outlook and expand its diplomatic network be-

yond the region, forming new relationships with approxi-

mately 70 countries. 

  A transcript of the seminar will be available on the Insti-

tute website and www.commonwealthfriends.org.au 

RCS LONDON  HAS A CHANGED ROLE 

After the upheavals of the last two years , RCS London 

has declared a changed purpose and a clear charitable 

role. In a note to editors  on the role of the RCS, Carolyn 

Jack,  Chief Operating Officer, has written: 

‘The Royal Commonwealth Society is a network of indi-

viduals and organisations committed to improving the 

lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across the 

world.’ It seeks to achieve this through youth and educa-

tion programs and by highlighting issues of gender equal-

ity, peace-making and sustainability. As a charity, it is 

reliant on donations from individuals and sponsorship. 
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‘MODEL’ CHOGM AIMS TO ENHANCE YOUTH LEADERSHIP 

 Holly Ransom (above left) was welcomed to Canberra 

with a barbecue in Glebe Park on the eve of her partici-

pation at the Commonwealth Day Celebration by 

members of CommonYouth. Standing next to Holly is  

(l to r) Georgina Neuhaus,  Megsy Barker,  Nishant Rao,  

Jordan Kerr and Monica Dalton.  

  CommonYouth was founded by ANU students Nishant 

Rao, Monica Dalton and Carys Atkinson on 1 Novem-

ber 2014 with the goal of increasing knowledge about 

the Commonwealth among young people and in the 

hope that branches will be set up in other States.  

  To encourage youth engagement, the group is ex-

ploiting opportunities through social media— Face-

book, Twitter and its own website. CommonYouth also 

has a lively events program and a speaker panel which 

has attracted high profile young people like Laura John, 

Australia’s UN Youth Representative in 2014. 

Emeritus Professor Anthony Low, after a long illness.                                                                      

Kanti Jinna                   
A DAY AT THE CRICKET 
A team drawn from nine Commonwealth countries 

lined up for the annual cricket match against the De-

partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade at Reid Oval in 

February for the Muttukumaru Shield. DFAT was again 

the winner, with one ball remaining and one wicket in 

hand. Seen below are RCS President, Kanti Jinna, with 

Anton (Tony) Muttukumaru (to his right) and the cap-

tain of the Commonwealth team, Admiral Thisara 

Samarasinghe (on his left), the High Commissioner for 

Sri Lanka, who has since returned home. The trophy 

was donated to the RCS for the annual cricket match by 

Tony Muttukumaru’s father, Major General Anton Mut-

tukumaru at the end of his term as Ceylon's High Com-

missioner to Australia in 1967.  DFAT Secretary, Mr Pe-

ter Varghese, made the presentation. Proceeds from 

sale of food and donations went to the current RCS 

charity project helping to fight Ebola in Sierra Leone. 

COMMONYOUTH  

In keeping with the 2015 accent on the importance of 

youth leadership in the Commonwealth, a Model 

CHOGM is being staged at Old Parliament House on 8 

August with university students in Canberra from Com-

monwealth countries role-playing  their Head of State 

in a parliamentary setting. 

  The enterprise is the brainchild of former Australian 

diplomat and RCS member Pera Wells and is receiving 

support from our RCS branch, CommonYouth, the Mu-

seum of Australian Democracy  and the Australian Insti-

tute of International Affairs. It was Pera’s experience in 

running regionally-based model UN conferences when 

she was Secretary-General of the World Federation of 

United Nations Associations that inspired her, on re-

turning to Australia in 2009, to convene Model Global 

Parliaments in Victoria and NSW as well as Old Parlia-

ment House, Canberra. The Model CHOGM will be held 

in the old House of Representatives chamber, and will 

be conducted on the basis of formal rules of proce-

dure, including the presentation, debate, and, if neces-

sary, negotiation of  special motions. In attracting stu-

dents with leadership skills, intellectual capacities and 

enthusiasm , Pera Wells  (pictured below) expects the 

Model CHOGM to produce a communiqué to send to 

Malta in advance of CHOGM in November to let Heads 

of Government know what                                                                                  

young people in the                                                      

Commonwealth are                                                        

concerned about.                                           

  To find out more about 

about participation in the                                                              

Model CHOGM in August,  

contact: 

director_events @  

commonyouth.org   
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FEW CANDIDATES FOR TOP JOB 

RCS London would like to know your thoughts on who 

should succeed the current Commonwealth Secretary-

General, Kamalesh Sharma, after his term expires later 

this year.  A recent meeting convened by the RCS noted 

that while the issue is widely discussed in diplomatic 

circles in London, there is ‘barely a ripple of interest’ in 

Commonwealth capitals and centres, despite Common-

wealth leaders having the responsibility to appoint a 

new leader at CHOGM in November.  It is suggested 

that this is why so few candidates so far have declared 

their interest. A recent post on the RCS website  says 

many people feel that a proactive search should be 

undertaken to enrich the field and Heads of Govern-

ment should make a specification for the appointment. 

  RCS London would like to know your thoughts. Log on 

to the website: www.thercs.org/news/news-and-blog/

what-it-takes-to-lead-the-commonwealth 

 

RCS TO BRING BACK FELLOW STATUS 

The status of Fellows of the Royal Commonwealth 

Society is to be re-introduced to attract new gen-

erations of support for shared interests of promot-

ing the Commonwealth and the values that under-

pin it.  A decision by the Council of RCS London will 

see fellowships at an associate level offered to 

young people ‘who demonstrate an enthusiasm 

for the Commonwealth ideals as expressed in its 

charter and an empathy for its relevance and pur-

pose’. In a letter to Branches worldwide, RCS Lon-

don Director, Michael Lake, says the new scheme 

will start by inviting outstanding young applicants 

for the Queen’s Young Leaders Program to be-

come the first group of Associate Fellows. By con-

necting with each other, the RCS hopes the new 

Fellows will share discussion and debate on con-

temporary issues and concerns.  Consideration will 

be given later to the introduction of more senior 

and honorary levels of membership. 

TO OUR READERS 
The Royal Commonwealth Society ACT publishes four 

newsletters a year, in Autumn, Winter, Spring and 

Summer. We have been sending the newsletter elec-

tronically to recipients outside the ACT and overseas.   

If  you are also willing to receive your newsletter elec-

tronically please let me know. 

Maureen Hickman, Editor. 

maureen.hickman@bigpond.com.au 

 Emeritus Professor Anthony Low AO 

The death of  Anthony Low in February  has been 

deeply felt, not least by members of the RCS  in Can-

berra, but also the Commonwealth Round Table in 

Australia which he established to maintain interest in 

and knowledge of Commonwealth affairs on a deeper 

level and where the absence of his strong and inspired 

leadership will be greatly felt. 

  Anthony Low’s relationship with us was on a number 

of levels. Some were his students—or were on staff at 

Australian National University — when he was  first of 

all Director of the Research School of Pacific Studies in 

the Institute of Advanced Studies and later Vice-

Chancellor in the 1970s and early 80s.  

  When he then took up the Smuts Chair of Common-

wealth History at Cambridge, others became his stu-

dents,  or came to know him through membership of 

the Round Table when he later returned to Canberra.    

  The Low family, who have our deepest condolences, 

have been stalwart supporters of the RCS. It is particu-

larly pleasing to welcome a Low granddaughter, Geor-

gina Neuhaus, as one of our newest members. 

  Anthony Low’s son-in-law, Matthew Neuhaus, lately 

Australian Ambassador to Zimbabwe, and a former RCS 

Councillor, delivered a eulogy as his funeral at St John’s 

Church, Reid, on 19 February.  Read it on our website 

www.commonwealthfriends.org.au 

NEW RCS MEMBERS 
The RCS Council warmly welcomes new members Ms 

Georgina Neuhaus, Mr Chandra Prasad, Mrs Sarita 

Prasad and Mr Robert Stewart. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Schools Public Speaking Competition 

Tuesday 12 May at 7.00pm 

Wesley Music Centre, Forrest 

Subject: How can youth fulfill its potential             

to become one of the Commonwealth’s                 

greatest assets?   

RCS Autumn Lunch 

Sunday 17 May at 12 for 12.30 

Canberra Yacht Club, Yarralumla 

(See enclosed notice for details) 

RCS/ABS Queen’s Birthday Dinner 

Thursday 11 June at 7. 00 for 7.30pm 

The Commonwealth Club, Yarralumla 

(Details will be sent to members at a later date) 


